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    A WORD (OR TWO) FROM THE PRINCIPALA WORD (OR TWO) FROM THE PRINCIPALA WORD (OR TWO) FROM THE PRINCIPALA WORD (OR TWO) FROM THE PRINCIPAL           

STAFFING 2010 
 

The staffing process is underway. I expect that there will be changes due to many factors 
including teachers on extended leave and transfers in and out of our school. Our school will 
need additional teachers to cover those on leave, possibly increased enrolments and to fill 
positions currently with a teacher on contract. The first round of transfers in the state wide 
process will be known just prior to the holidays. Some of our young teachers I would like to 
retain may be transferred as they all signed an agreement to serve anywhere in the state and 
there is a requirement to do service in less desirable locations. 
 

In our system, principals do not have the right to select their teaching staff. However, I  have an 
input in the selection of teachers new to the service and make request for others to ‘fit’ our 
school. The first year teachers that have joined our team in recent years have received the 
highest possible ratings from our school or panels that I know have high standards. I also make 
it clear to our human resource officers that I only want teachers who want to be at Ferny Grove 
and are regarded as good teachers in their current location if being transferred in. Another 
essential is that  each teacher wants to teach and will care for a student no matter what. I 
believe that this is a good team and it has been and will continue to be enhanced by new staff 
members. 
 

At this time I have only an estimate of the number of staff we will have and it will be clearer in 
Term 4 as the enrolments become more accurate. I have not considered at all which teachers 
will be on each year level.  
 

ENROLMENTS 2010 
 

Deputy Paul Cooke has had the pleasure of processing almost all the enrolments of the 2010 
students who will be commencing in Prep. Paul has many delightful stories already relating to 
his conversations with the children. Many display wisdom well beyond their years. I have met 
quite a number and it is obvious from these brief encounters that the children have been well 
prepared by their parents to start school. It is also pleasing to observe that they are still looking 
at the world as children and not being forced to be miniature adults by being given the burden of 
excessive rights and responsibilities at this tender age. 
I know that the teachers will have a great deal of enjoyment guiding this new group by moving 
them from the knowledge base they come with along their academic and social journey. They 
will also look forward to working with the parents who have entrusted their children to them and 
have them ready for the adventure.  
 
 

 EXPRESSIVE ARTS WEEK 
 

By the time this is printed, this special event will be half over. There will be two major activities, 
Showcase on Thursday night and the Talent Quest final on Friday.  I hope that parents can join 
in and that the children have had a wonderful week. This is only  possible due to teachers giving 
something  extra,  adding to their normal duties.  
 

STUDENTS OF THE  
MONTH  

 
 
 
 Prep C Jack G 
 Yr.1G           Mason J 
 Yr. 2H  Ethan P 
 Yr. 3A  Tom G 
 Yr. 4JM Christie A 
 Yr. 5CJ Olivia W 
 Yr. 6O Emily B 
 Yr. 7K          Penelope R 
 
 
 
 
 

At Monday’s Student of the Month Parade the awards were presented by Mr. Starkey and an ex 
primary student of Ferny Grove State School, Melissa Hall. 
 

Melissa is studying Arts Law at  the University of Queensland, and was  
proud to be invited to present the certificates to the students  pictured above. 
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INFORMATION  LINE– 3550 5350 – Call 24 hours a day for updates  – school  sport, camps, 
excursions, sport and other event cancellations, sp ort venues, bus times 

Would you like your Newsflash delivered using  21st  Century technology?  
Email your request to  Newsflash@ferngrovss.eq.edu. au       

       Please include the name and class of the eld est child in your family.   e.g. Susan Allen   4A              

               EARLY YEARS NEWS  
   
 

TERM 3: LOOKING AHEAD  
 

Thurs, 10 Sept 7pm  
   Expressive Arts Showcase in the hall 
Fri, 11 Sept  8:50am  
                         Talent Quest in the hall 
Mon, 14 Sept 8:50am  
                 Whole School Athon Parade 
Tues, 15 Sept 10:00am  
                             Year 3 Poetry Cafes 
Wed, 16 Sept 2.00pm  
                 Year 1 Learning Celebration 
 
Term 4 Commences 
MONDAY, 5 OCTOBER AT 8:30 AM 
 

A COOKE LOOK AT LEARNING  
 

Alex from 1L shared his daily diary 
writing. Some of the Art work in the 
hall for Expressive Arts Week is truly 
outstanding. 
 

Paul Cooke 
Deputy Principal 

 
 

EXPRESSIVE ARTS  
SHOWCASE  
 

On Thursday, 10 September all        
instrumental music & choral students 
will be involved in the Expressive Arts 
Showcase.  
 

Children are asked to arrive at 6:15 pm 
to warm up as the concert will        
commence at 7:00pm. 

Warm up rooms will be as follows: 
 

Senior Band               
C1/2   Miss Hastings and Miss  
          Loveland’s classrooms 
Junior Band               
C3    Miss Thompson’s class 
  room 
Junior/ Senior Strings   
F1/2   Mrs Skippen’s and  
  Ms Conner’s classrooms 
All Choirs                
  Music Room 

 
 

PARADE PERFORMANCES   
 

Senior Strings will be performing on 
parade on Monday, 14 September.  
This will be their first parade            
performance. The Senior Strings 
will  play on the Student of the Month 
Parade on Monday, 12 October. All 
children will be required to wear their 
performance uniform for this  particular     
occasion. 

 

GROUP PHOTOS   

Group Photos will take place 
on  Thursday, 17 September. 
All music groups, sporting 
groups,  Peer Mediators, and 

the Year 7 group photo will be taken 
on that day.  
Children are required to dress neatly 
for this occasion. 

Belinda Evans 
Deputy Principal 

 

THANK YOU FOR  
SUPPORTING THE   
2009 SCHOOL “ATHON”  
 

Congratulations to students, teachers 
and parents for supporting this year’s 
Athon. At the time of printing we have 
collected $18 842.50               
The 2009 Athon Parade will be held in 
the hall from 8:50 am on Monday, 14 
September.  
Thank you to parent helpers who gave 
of their time in the mornings to collect 
& record money.  
Thank you also to the office staff for 
your understanding and assistance. 
What a great team effort from every-
one!! 
 

THANK YOU TO PARENT ACTIVITY 
GROUP & PARENT HELPERS  
 

Thank you to each helper who        
assisted with the Father’s Day Stall 
and the soup for the Year 6 Medieval 
Night. Your time, talents and 
“customer     service” to our students 
and families makes these events a 
success. 
 

Paul Cooke 
Deputy Principal 

 
RESOURCE CENTRE NEWS 
 

Thank you to all the families 
who  supported our Book Week Book 
Fair. It was very successful and we will 
be  able  to  add  new books  to  our 
shelves. 

A reminder that this is the last week for 
borrowing for  this  term and that  all 
books are due back in the Library by 
this Friday, 11 September .  Please 
have a big search at home for any 
books that might be hiding. 
 

Happy reading.          
Patti Donnet 

Resource Centre Manager  

MET NORTH TRACK AND FIELD  
 

Congratulations to Connor Breton who 
placed 4th in both the 11 years 100m 
final and 200m final.  
His success in the 100m qualifies him 
to run as a member of the Met North 
11 years 4 x 100m relay team at the 
State Championships in October. His 
4th place in both events also positions 
him as first reserve in those events.  
We wish Connor well in this exciting 
and remarkable opportunity for him. 
  

Declan Smith 
(Yr. 6), also 
p e r f o r m e d 
a d m i r a b l y . 
He gained 4th 
place in the 
high jump 
and discus. 
He finished in a three way tie for 3rd 
with his finishing height in high jump 
but placed 4th in the event on a count 
back.  
He is positioned as first reserve for 
those events. Well done Declan! 
 

Kent Rainbow 
P.E. Specialist 

 
 
 

DEFENCE NEWS 
 

Dr  Cathie  Doherty  from 
the   Qld  University  of 

Technology in collaboration with  De-
fence is conducting research with ADF 
families  regarding  the impact  of  re-
peated relocations on the         educa-
tional  strategies  for  their   
children.   
 

Parents are asked to be available for a 
face  to  face  interview  with  Cathie.     
All participating families will be offered 
a  $50  Woolworths  voucher  in          
recognition  of  their  time  and            
contribution.   
Upon registering your interest with the 
Regional  Education  Liaison  Officer 
(REDLO), you will  be provided with 
further  information  regarding  the     
research.  
  

Please contact:  
Cathy Dellit,  

REDLO Sth Qld,  
on 3354 0554. 
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CLASSROOM NOTICES 
 

 

� Parent Calendar 
� Sports Contracts 

 

 

ABSENCE LINE – 3550 5360 – FOR STUDENT ABSENCES  – Phone an y time , Wait for the BEEP, Slowly and clearly state — 
your name + your child’s name + roll class + date of absence + reason for absence. 

 

 
 
 

On Tuesday, 1 September, our Year 7 
students experienced the annual       
German Food Day.  
This was an opportunity for our learners 
of German to be immersed in some  
aspects of the German culture, namely 
food, drink, music and dancing. 
 
 

The students provided the food for the 
day and this year we were fortunate to 
have a particularly generous group. Our 
tables were groaning under the weight 
of delicacies such as Black Forest 
Cake, Bee Sting, Marble Cake, Potato 
Salad, Sausages, Pretzels, Sauerkraut 
and some very beautiful Gingerbread 
Houses. 

To the sounds of German Oom-papa 
music, we delighted in sampling all of 
these foods and concluded the day with 
some lively "chicken dancing".  
The students' behaviour was excellent 
on the day.  
 
A great big thank you  to all of the    
helpers who generously donated their 
time: Laura Clarke, Eric Baddeley, Kay 
M c R o b b i e ,  L e i s h a  R o b i n s o n ,           
Beata Sinclair, Robyn Frawley, Ruth 
Wetherall, Wendy Poelstra, Mina      
Lawson, Sharlene Rogers, Sharon Pitt, 
Christine Green, Linda Scofield, Cindy 
Sweet, Phil Forrest and Emily Green  
Without these helpers our day would not 
hav e  be en  ab le  t o  p roc eed . 
 

Andrea & Christine 
(LOTE Teachers) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SCHOOL DISCO 
Thursday, 17 September is the date 
for our school disco.  
 
 

����LIVE D.J. 

  Games���� 

    Prizes���� 
 
Tickets are $5.00 each and are      
available from Mr. Thompson & Mrs. 
Low  in Year 1. 

    
���� 
The Junior Disco (Prep—Yr. 3) will be 
held from 5.00 - 6.30 pm. 
 
 

The Senior Disco (Yr. 4 - 7) is from   

7.00 - 8.30 pm.                                 ���� 
 

 
All students are to be signed IN and 
OUT at the door by parents on arrival 
and departure from the disco. 
The disco is for primary school      
children only and  siblings will not  
be admitted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MAGPIE SEASON 
 
 

To defend their territory, 
nesting magpies swoop on intruders, 
beating their wings, clacking their beaks 
and  occasionally pecking (usually on 
the head). 
 

When a male magpie is removed,     
another is likely to take its place within 
one day. The new male will also help 
raise the chicks and defend the territory 
even though the chicks are not his. 
Living safely with it  
Use the following techniques to avoid or 
reduce the impact of a magpie attack. 
� Never deliberately provoke or harass a 

magpie. Throwing sticks or stones at 
magpies usually makes a magpie 
more defensive. 

� Avoid areas where magpies are 
known to swoop. (Remember, magpie 
aggression lasts only a few weeks and 
magpies usually only defend a small 
area of about 100m in radius around 
their nest.) 

� Find the bird and keep watching it 
when entering a magpie territory. If 
swooped on, don't crouch in fear or 
stop. Move on quickly but don't run. 

� Bike riders - dismount and walk 
through nesting magpie territory, wear 
a helmet, and fit an orange traffic flag. 

� Wear a hat or carry an umbrella to 
protect yourself. A magpie will attack 
initially from behind. When a magpie is 
tricked into believing the target is alert, 
an attack is stopped or not even 
started. 

 

Learning to live with magpies can be 
rewarding. You can observe local     
magpies, study their behaviour, and 
listen to their songs. We share the same 
living space.  
 

Learning to live together is an important 
step towards building a better living   
environment. 
 

FORTHCOMING FORTHCOMING FORTHCOMING FORTHCOMING     
ATTRACTIONSATTRACTIONSATTRACTIONSATTRACTIONS 

Wed 9 Sep � OSHC Mtg. 6.30 pm 

Thu 10 Sep � Exp. Arts Showcase  7.00 pm 

Fri 11 Sep � No Early Years Assembly 
� Talent Quest finals 
� PAG Calendar artwork collected 

Mon 14 Sep � 8.45 am Spellathon Parade 
� Yr.7 Family Planning 
� PAG Mtg. 7.00 pm 

Wed 16 Sep � 8.30 am Yr.2 to FGSHS - Fairy-
tales 

� Yr.7 Debating round 3 
� P & C Mtg. 7.30 pm 

Thu 17 Sep � School Group photos 

Fri 18 Sep � Yr. 4 Gala Day - Cricket 
� HOLIDAYS commence 

Mon 5 Oct � School Recommences 

HYGIENE REMINDERS 
 

Please assist your child/ren 
 to stay healthy: 
 

� Stay home from school if sick. 
� Wash hands with soap after going to 

the toilet, or when coughing or 
sneezing. 

� Wash hands after touching eyes, 
nose or mouth. 

� Cover your mouth or nose when 
coughing or sneezing. 

� Use tissues and throw them in the 
bin after use. 

German News 
STUDENT COUNCIL NEWSSTUDENT COUNCIL NEWSSTUDENT COUNCIL NEWSSTUDENT COUNCIL NEWS    
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STATIONERY STORE:  

OPENING HOURS:   
Monday & Friday 8 – 9 am.   

Charyl Cowles, Convenor  
3550 5359 (0431 265 068) 

 

UNIFORM STORE 

Mon and Fri   8.00 am - 9.00 am 

Christine Thompson, 
Convenor 

0400 223 818 
 

WAREHOUSE SHOPPING TOUR 
10 OCTOBER 2009                                                          
Book your place now - Only a few 
spots left….. don’t miss out!!!    
We only have a few seats left on the 
bus, so if you love to shop, love a  
bargain  and  are thinking of coming 
along, book now to secure your seat 
on the bus.                                                                                                                            
Cost  is $30 per head. This cost will 
get you into warehouses not open to 
the public; afternoon tea; lucky door 
prizes; and lots more!!!  Cut off for 
numbers is 30/09/2009.                                                                                                               
Lunch  is also available on request – 
Quiche, Side Salad and Drink for $8.  
Drinks and snacks are available to 
purchase on the bus during the day.                                                                                                                                        
The  more  the  merrier  – so invite 
your  friends,  family,  teacher  and 
neighbours, theme your group, have 
some fun, and get on board!   To book 
your spot or for more info, phone  

Simone Howes on 3851 4032 or 
0438 164 727 or email :  

simone_howes@bigpond.com 
 

 
ROAD SAFETY 
 

 

We have been invited to 
join the Active School 
Travel Group.  

 

To be effective we need to form a 
committee with at least 2 interested 
parents and 1 staff member.  
 

If you are interested please contact 
me on the email address below.  
 

Thanking you in anticipation. 
 
 

  Leanne Reid 
Road Safety coordinator 

lreid37@eq.edu.au 
 
 
 
 

 
 

O S H C  COMMITTEE MEETING 
  

 

Wednesday, 9 Sept. 7.00 pm 

 

All parents and carers are welcome 
and encouraged to attend the next 
OSHC Committee Meeting to be 
held on 9 September.  
Please advise of any agenda items 
that you may wish to be discussed 
prior to the meeting to ensure they are 
on the agenda. 
Your contribution and participation 
may be of benefit to your child/ren and 
others.   
Lets work together and make it count. 

 
OSHC Committee  

 
 
 

 

 
GERMAN IMMERSION 
PROGRAM FGSHS 
 

U r g e n t  R e m i n d e r - 
Enrolments for 2010 Ferny 
Grove State High School 

German Immersion programme are 
c l o s i n g  s o o n !  
Is your child keen on challenges, 
loves to learn and open for new 
experiences?  
Then this programme is the answer. 
Call or email now for more information 
and an enrolment package to: 
 FGSHS Languages Department on  
ph:  3550 5811 o r  emai l : 
hnico8@eq.edu.au 
 
CARTRIDGE RECYCLING 
 

Our school has entered into 
a partnership with Cartridge 
World at Ashgrove to avoid any of our 
used cartridges ending up as landfill.  
Cartridge World Ashgrove will leave 
collection bins at our school at the 
office and collect them when full.  
They will sort through these ink/laser/
photocopier cartridges and they will 
reward the school for the ones that 
can be reused.   
 

The ones that cannot be reused are 
fully recycled creating a “zero waste 
stream” meaning none of the old 
cartridges are sent for landfill. The 
collection bin is lined with plastic but 
some old cartridges may still leak old 
toner or ink so it would be best to 
place them in a paper/plastic bag or 
just put it back into the original box 
and get the kids to drop it into the 
collection bin at the office. 

 

Cartridge World has also offered for 
any of our families refilling their 
cartridges at their Ashgrove store to 
receive $1.00 off the purchase price 
or this $1.00 can be nominated to be  
donated back to our school.  All you 
have to say is that you are a family at 
Ferny Grove State School. Please see 
below sites for the students to visit to 
find out more information about our 
environment and some cool projects.        
www.fillsworld.org     
www.keepaustraliabeautiful.org.au 

All items for inclusion in the current Newsflash sh ould be emailed to                                                    
Newsflash@ferngrovss.eq.edu.au    by   3.00 pm  on  Mondays .                                                                       

P & C NOTICEBOARD  -  Next meeting  Wednesday 16 September  

Tuckshop – 3550 5361      Uniform Store - 3550 5342          Stationery Store – 3550 5359               OSHC  
Mon-Fri 8.30-12.00 pm     Mon and  Fri  8.00 - 9.00  am       Mon and Fri   8.00 -   9.00 am     Gail 3851 2196              

Date Tuckshop Roster 

Thu 10 Sep Greta Naumann,    
HELP NEEDED 

Fri 11 Sep Debbie Beyer, Aunty Anne 
HELP NEEDED 

Mon 14 Sep Sharlene Rogers 

Tue 15 Sep HELP DESPERATELY NEEDED 

Wed 16 Sep Nicole Wall, Donna Bassett 

Thu 17 Sep Juanita Akenson 
HELP NEEDED 

Fri 18 Sep Marie Kinshela,  
HELP NEEDED 

LOST PROPERTY 
 

Lost property has continued to pile up. 

Please come and check for your 
child’s clothing etc., which is              
accumulating.  

All clothing will be removed by the end 
of term. 
PLEASE name all belongings. 

 

ALERT  -  CONTACT 
DETAILS 

 

Please contact the 
school office if any of 

your contact details change,          
including emergency  numbers. 

COMMUNITY NEWSCOMMUNITY NEWSCOMMUNITY NEWSCOMMUNITY NEWS    


