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WELCOME BACK  
 

A special welcome to new families joining our community with children commencing in almost all 
year levels. This is a 10 week term with a lot of special events starting with Year 6s at camp on 
Moreton Island this week, swimming starting for the Prep classes for the first time and moving to 
the class celebrations on 10 December and clean up on 11 December. There are many other 
events and I suggest that parents and students check the Term Calendar accompanying this 
Newsflash. 
 

STAFFING NEWS 
 

Deputy Belinda Evans is on long service leave touring Europe, and the very capable Gary Kirby 
has stepped up to Acting Deputy Principal for the 5 weeks. Deborah Thompson is teaching 7K.  
Unfortunately Liz Conners has had to take leave for the remainder of the year due to ill health, 
but fortunately Lisa Bahr is available to care for this class. Liz, who tried valiantly to continue 
this year had not been well for some time and has taken leave to recover fully and not risk 
becoming unable to teach and thus disrupt the class further. 
 

Guidance Officer Chieri Tan is  on a week’s leave, replaced by Lorrie Lawler. ESL  (English as a 
Second Language) teacher Alison Chard is on long service until 27 November, with Shona 
Arnell as her replacement. As from the start of term we have a new position of Literacy Coach 
with Ruth Kelly joining our staff for 3 days a week. Ruth will be working with our teachers to 
further enhance their skills in this particular area that we have selected. 
 

Three teachers have received transfers for 2010: Elizabeth Keim to Cloncurry, Elyse Skippen to 
Karumba and Shaun Thompson to Mackay. Elizabeth, who has already served in remote 
locations, requested this move. Elyse’s husband, Andrew has also been appointed to Karumba 
as he has also served his first few years in Brisbane. All teachers sign an agreement to serve in 
any school in Queensland, and for many, this usually occurs early in their careers. 
 

I’m very pleased to announce that Mel Bertram will be rejoining our staff in 2010 after maternity 
leave. Mel will be working 3 days a week and will probably share a class with Ms. Rachel Nicol 
who has been transferred in from Mt. Isa. Also joining us are: Ms. Lucrezia Young from Mackay, 
Ms. Christine Wood from Virginia State School and Ms. Frances Ree from Gin Gin. All are 
Senior Teachers with special skills, and come highly recommended by their current school 
principals. I’m confident they will enhance our school. 
 

FACILITIES 
 

The new school notice board has finally arrived. I think that it was ordered some 6 months ago. 
It was by pure coincidence that the high school had ordered a new sign from the same company  
which was discovered when it was being delivered. Many months ago, a new covered bag rack, 
costing over $3 000, was ordered for Modular 1 and it arrived this week. It took much longer 
than expected, but such items are manufactured only after ordered which is possibly the reason.  
 

A new janitor’s shed will be adjacent to his current shed and the shed located in the space 
behind the hall will be relocated in preparation for the extension of the hall. It is mainly used to 
store excess student furniture and large items. The development of the hall and the library is up 
to the draft drawings with construction expected before the end of next year. 
There will be some idea after this stage of what can be achieved within the $3 million budget. I 
feel that there will be nothing remaining given our ‘wish list’. 
 
MOBILE PHONES 
 

I remind parents that students are allowed to have mobile phones at school under certain 
conditions which are: 

1. They are not to be used at school for any purpose including texting 
2. Under no circumstances are they to take photos of fellow students. 
3. The students have total responsibility for the security and care of the phone. 

 

I believe that phones should not be brought to school by students unless in exceptional 
circumstances. If it is essential that a child needs to contact their parents, they may do so on a 
school phone. This also should be on rare occasions such as the lunch left on the bench or the 
musical instrument in the back of the car.  
Phones used inappropriately will be confiscated and  parents asked to collect them. The 
above was explained in the Parent Information Kit. 
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INFORMATION  LINE– 3550 5350 – Call 24 hours a day for updates  – school  sport, camps, 
excursions, sport and other event cancellations, sp ort venues, bus times 

Would you like your Newsflash delivered using  21st  Century technology?  
Email your request to  Newsflash@ferngrovss.eq.edu. au       

       Please include the name and class of the eld est child in your family.   e.g. Susan Allen   4A              

               EARLY YEARS NEWS  
   
 

Looking Ahead 
Tues, 13 Oct   
      School tree planting for Arbour Day 
Tues, 13 Oct 7pm  
       Get Set For Prep Session for                     
 parents of students commencing 
 Prep in 2010 
Wed, 14 Oct 9:15am  
 Repeated  Get  Set  For  Prep 
 Session for parents 
Fri, 16 Oct   
 Year 3 Raw Art 
 

WELCOME 
Welcome to Lisa Bahr who is taking 
2C for Term 4. 
 

YEAR 3 POETRY CAFES 
 

On the last day of term 3 I had the 
pleasure of visiting each Year 3 class 
to share aspects of their Poetry Café 
celebrations.  
I enjoyed the 3H sharing of reflections 
on “what is poetry?” followed by visits 
to  3K  and  3S  to  hear  group  and           
individual presentations of poems that 
included acrostics and cinquains. I felt 
the children's sense of pride as they 
shared their PowerPoint presentations. 
Finally I listened to 3A’s as a class 
sharing an old favourite “On the Ning 
Nang Nong” . Poetry is alive in Year 3 
classes at Ferny Grove SS.  
Congratulations students and       
teachers. 

Paul Cooke 
Deputy Principal  

 
 

PARADE PERFORMANCES   
 

The Senior Strings will  play on the 
Student of the Month Parade on      
Monday, 12 October. This parade will 
also mark the commissioning of our 
Chaplain Sarah Millard. 
All children will be required to wear 
their performance uniform for this    
particular  occasion. 
 

Gary Kirby 
Acting Deputy Principal  

  
SWIMMING IN TERM 4 
 

Swimming has commenced at Grovely 
SS pool in week 1 for Years 1 & 2 on 
Monday, 5 October; and Wednesday, 
7 October for Preps.  
Year  4  swimming  commences  on 
Wednesday, 14 October.  

Please assist  your child to bring 
each week: togs, sun safe shirt, towel, 
bathing cap (available from Uniform 
Store) and sunscreen. 

Please put your child’s name on all 
items  taken to  swimming,  including 
underwear,  socks & school  uniform.  
This helps staff find owners of “lost” 
clothing. 
 

PRE-SERVICE TEACHERS  

Welcome back to:  
Claire Ting (Prep V); Jodi Brunjes (2T); 
Rebecca  Patten  (3A);  Sarah  Batch 
(7H);  Lisa  Batten  (6K);  Natalie  Da 
Silva (1L).  
All are completing an internship that 
requires 50% teaching duties daily. 
Welcome to:   
Lauren  Gandini  (3K);  Beth  Glover 
(3H);  Carlye  Sinclair  (Prep  C)  and 
Adam Bell - Booth to Music. 
 

PAG SHOPPING TOUR 
 

The Parent Activity Group’s (PAG’s) 
annual Warehouse Shopping Tour is 
occurring this Saturday. Best wishes 
for a fun filled day (that it surely is). 
Thanks in advance to Simone Howes 
and her team for your leadership and 
coordination. All funds raised support 
school P & C initiatives to provide re-
sources and equipment for all of our 
children. 
 

GET SET FOR PREP  
DATE CLAIMERS  
 

In week 2 of this term we repeat 2   
sessions for parents of Prep students 
commencing  at  Ferny Grove SS in 
2010. 
The evening session is on Tuesday, 
13 October, 7:00 – 8:15 pm in the cur-
rent Prep G classroom. The morning 
session is on Wednesday, 14 October 
from 9:15 – 10:30 in the current Prep 
C classroom.  
 

PARKING & ETIQUETTE  
 

On the last day of term 4 I received a 
very  friendly  call  from  a  local 
neighbour of our school. I was asked if 
I could assist in stopping parents from 
Ferny Grove SS from parking across 
their driveway.  
I appeal to you for careful driving and 
consideration of the neighbours of our 
school. 

Paul Cooke 
Deputy Principal 

CHOIR NOTES 
 

Choir is on this week.  
Look forward to seeing you there! 
Boys in the Intermediate Choir are now 
invited to join Boys’ Choir as well -8.30 
Friday mornings with Mr. Leonard! 
 

Naomi Miller 
Music Specialist 

 
2009 NATIONAL ASSESSMENT 
PROGRAM  LITERACY AND         
NUMERACY TEST RESULTS  
 

In May this year, around one million 
students across Australia in Years 3, 
5, 7 and 9 participated in the National 
Assessment Program – Literacy and 
Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests for reading, 
wr i t ing, language convent ions 
(spelling, grammar and punctuation) 
and numeracy.  
 
From 14 September 2009, The     
Queensland Studies Authority, which 
is responsible for the administration of 
the NAPLAN tests in Queensland,   
began distributing results to schools 
across Queensland. Every student 
who participated in the 2009 NAPLAN 
test will receive an individual report 
containing their results.  
 
This report provides a range of         
information about your child’s          
performance on each of the literacy 
and  numeracy tests. It also contains a 
detailed guide on what was assessed 
in each test and how to interpret these 
results. Parents and carers are       
encouraged to thoroughly read the 
report and the explanatory notes.  
 
While these tests are important    
‘point-in-time’ indicators or ‘snapshots’ 
of student achievement in literacy and 
numeracy, the results should be      
cons idered a long w i th  o the r             
information collected by our school 
about your child’s performance.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns 
about NAPLAN testing, please contact 
your child’s teacher. 
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CLASSROOM NOTICES 
 

 

�� Parent Calendar 
�� Sports Contracts 

 

 

ABSENCE LINE – 3550 5360 – FOR STUDENT ABSENCES  – Phone an y time , Wait for the BEEP, Slowly and clearly state — 
your name + your child’s name + roll class + date of absence + reason for absence. 

 

 
 

�
 RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER    

ELECTRONICALLY  
 

To minimise our environmental  impact 
and to ensure you  receive the weekly 
newsletter  electronically,  please      
forward your child’s name, class and 
email address care of     
newsflash@ferngrovss.eq.edu.au 
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Fri  9 Oct �� Interschool Sport             
commences 

Mon 12 
Oct 

�� 7.30—Aus kick 
�� Whole School Student of 

the Month  Parade,        
Commissioning  for    
Chaplain, Sarah Millard 

�� PAG Mtg. 7.00 pm 

Tue 13 
Oct 

�� School Arbour Day 
�� 5E visit Parliament House 
�� 7.00 pm Get Set for Prep 

evening  

Wed 14 
Oct 

�� Yr. 4 swimming commences 
�� 8.45 am—IMPS Mtg. 
�� 9.15—Get Set for Prep  

morning 
�� 6T NAPLAN Science 
�� 7.00 pm –OSHC Mtg. 
�� 7.00 pm Yr.7 Debating 

Fri 16 Oct �� No Early Years Assembly 
�� Yr.3 Raw Art 

Mon 19 
Oct 

�� STUDENT FREE DAY 

HYGIENE REMINDERS 
 

Please assist your child/ren 
 to stay healthy: 
 

�� Stay home from school if sick. 
�� Wash hands with soap after going to 

the toilet, or when coughing or 
sneezing. 

�� Wash hands after touching eyes, 
nose or mouth. 

�� Cover your mouth or nose when 
coughing or sneezing. 

�� Use tissues and throw them in the 
bin after use. 

FERNY GROVE BATTLES IT OUT IN MATHS  
 

On September 3, Ferny Grove Yr. 7s went to compete in a 
maths tournament at Albany Hills State School.  
The top team, Hilder Road, won with a score of 84 points.  
Not far behind was Eaton’s Hill Team B who came second  
and McDowall Team A  came third. 
 

There were 4 teams with 5 children in each team from 
Ferny Grove who competed in the relay race and the team  
challenge. All the teams had a supervisor from a different 
school and everyone got to have a go at being the contact 
in the relay race.       
Students had to figure out 20 questions in one hour. 
 

In the team challenge everyone participated in trying to 
complete as many questions as they could.  
Students had to solve ten questions in 45 minutes. 
 

In 2010 we could improve on the relay questions by being 
time-conscious.  
 
We could also have had a bit more  preparation and have a time keeper to 
make sure that we take no more than five minutes per question. 
 

Big congratulations to the 20 students who participated in the maths      
tournament and a special thank you to all the parents and teachers who       
provided transport and acted as supervisors.  
 
Without all your help we wouldn’t have been able to take part in this     
wonderful  experience. Ferny Grove didn’t get a place this year but we’re 
sure next year that we will improve heaps to get a place. 
 
 
 

By Sophie Zolkowski and Sophie Frawley 

FOUND: 
Children’s glasses left 
in the toilet block. Blue 
metallic, rectangular shaped frame.          
Black cord. “Garfield” brand . 

A Maths Tournament Team are hard  
at work at Albany Hills SS. 

The team of 20 Maths Tournament participants. 

A REMINDER TO PARENTS 
 

There is a phone line set up to record 
absences of children from school. 
This is simple to use and helps with 
the congestion of the switchboard 
in the office in the peak morning         
periods .  
 

The instructions are as follows: 
 

ABSENCE LINE – 3550 5360 – FOR 
STUDENT ABSENCES   
 

Phone any time , Wait for the BEEP, 
Slowly and clearly state — your 
name + your child’s name + roll class 
+ date of absence + reason for       
absence. 
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STATIONERY STORE:  

OPENING HOURS: 
   

Monday & Friday 8 – 9 am.  LAY-BY  
is now available for your 2010 Booklist 
requirements.  Year 2 – 7 booklists 
will be sent home Wednesday 11 
November.  A REQUEST FOR HELP 
form will be sent home next week.  
Your help during the times listed 
would be greatly appreciated, to 
ensure the smooth and efficient 
running of the Stationery Store, and 
minimize waiting times during the 
‘Back to School’ period, November 
through to January.   

    Charyl Cowles, Convenor  
3550 5359 (0431 265 068) 

 
 

UNIFORM STORE 

Mon and Fri   8.00 am - 9.00 am 

Christine Thompson, Convenor 
0400 223 818 

�
�
�

WAREHOUSE SHOPPING TOUR 
10 OCTOBER 2009                                                          

The Bus  is FULL  
Due to an amazing response, we 
have filled all the seats on the bus.   
Sorry to those who missed out. 
 

Don’t forget that lunch is also 
available on request – Quiche, Side 
Salad and Drink for $8.  Please let me 
know as soon as possible if you want 
to have our lovely lunch on the day. 
 

Drinks and snacks are available to 
purchase on the bus during the day.   
 

For any further information, please 
contact:Simone Howes on 3851 
4032 or 0438 164 727 or  email :  

simone_howes@bigpond.com 
 

 
REMINDER to YEAR 7 Parents:  
 The RSVP to the Year 7 parent/
teacher dinner is due by this Friday 9 
O c t o b e r .  A n y  e n q u i r i e s  t o 
julie@boxalls.net 
 

OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS CARE 
COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

Wednesday, 14th Oct 2009 
 7.00 pm 

 
All parents and carers are welcome 
and encouraged to attend the next 
OSHC Committee Meeting to be 
held on 14 October.  
Please advise of any agenda items 
that you may wish to be discussed 
prior to the meeting to ensure they are 
on the agenda. 
Your contribution and participation 
may be of benefit to your child/ren and 
others.   
Lets work together and make it count. 

 
                     OSHC Committee 

 
 
GERMAN IMMERSION PROGRAM 
FGSHS 
 

Urgent Reminder- Enrolments for 
2010 Ferny Grove State High School 
German Immersion programme are 
c l o s i n g  s o o n !  
Is your child keen on 
challenges, loves to learn and 
open for new experiences?  
 

Then this programme is the 
answer.  
Call or email now for more 
information and an enrolment 
package to: 
 FGSHS Languages Department on  
ph :  3550 5811 o r  emai l : 
hnico8@eq.edu.au 
 

 
 
 

FERNY GROVE 
STATE HIGH 

SCHOOL 
 

 
 

UNIFORM FIT OUTS – YEAR 8, 2010 
 

Save time be organized,  avoid 
queuing in DECEMBER / JANUARY 
 

Phone Melissa or Christine NOW on 
3550 5792 to make an appointment:- 
 

Monday to Wednesday  
12 October to 20 November 

 9.15am to 12.15pm 
 

You must bring your child with you 
to the allocated appointment. 
Allow 30 minutes for the appointment.  
Uniform items will be purchased at the 
time of the appointment. 
 

A PRIORITY LINE will be allocated 
during the January sales period for 
you to exchange, if necessary, any 
i tems purchased in October/
November. 
 
HOCKEY  FAMILY  NEEDED!  
 

Jakob  is  a  15-year-old  boy  from 
Germany who is coming to Australia in 
January 2010 for a high school year at 
Ferny Grove State High School.  He is 
a keen hockey player, hoping to play 
professionally one day. 
   

We  are  now  looking  for  a  caring 
homestay family who could give him 
the opportunity to continue his interest 
in hockey.   
Our requirements are a single, fully-
furnished  bedroom,  all  meals  and 
internet  access  provided,  and easy 
access  to  Ferny Grove State  High 
School. 
 

In  return,  homestay  families  will 
receive a weekly payment of $230  
to cover their expenses. 
 
If you are interested in hosting Jakob, 
please contact 
Gabi Simon , Homestay Co-ordinator 
3550 5819 or 0448 685 915 (mobile) 
e-mail  gsimo15@eq.edu.au  
 
 
 
�

All items for inclusion in the current Newsflash sh ould be emailed to                                                    
Newsflash@ferngrovss.eq.edu.au    by   3.00 pm  on  Mondays .                                                                       

P & C NOTICEBOARD  -  Next meeting  Wednesday 21 October  

Tuckshop – 3550 5361      Uniform Store - 3550 5342          Stationery Store – 3550 5359               OSHC  
Mon-Fri 8.30-12.00 pm     Mon and  Fri  8.00 - 9.00  am       Mon and Fri   8.00 -   9.00 am     Gail 3851 2196              

Date Tuckshop Roster 

Thu 8 Oct Cheryl Boyd, HELP NEEDED  

Fri 9 Oct Shirabdi Gordon,  
Allison Exley, 

Mon 12 Oct Sue Ripper, HELP NEEDED  

Tue 13 Oct HELP NEEDED URGENTLY 

Wed 14 Oct Nicole Wall, Donna Bassett 

Thu 15 Oct Kym Johansen, HELP NEEDED  

Fri 16 Oct Debbie Beyer, Katrina Collins 

 

ALERT  -  CONTACT 
DETAILS 

 

Please contact the 
school office if any of 

your contact details change,          
including emergency  numbers. 
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