
Statement of Purpose:  Personal Excellence - Supportive School Environment - Quality Teaching and Learning�

 

 
������������������	�
������
������������������������	�
������
������������������������	�
������
������������������������	�
������
����������           

  

EXPRESSIVE ARTS WEEK 
Although we are only in Week 4 and this special event is held in Week 9 (7th – 11th September), 
planning is well underway. These weeks don’t just happen and an enormous amount of 
preparation is necessary for students to gain maximum benefit. Many teachers are involved in 
the organisation with Laura Thompson leading and all staff will be doing extra during the week. 
Glancing through the memo Laura distributed to staff last week, I notice that there are 17 other 
teachers with key roles. 
Some highlights will be: 

�� Art Afternoon Workshops for all students 
�� Talent Quest 
�� Expressive Arts Showcase 
�� Art Show 
�� Year Level Mosaic Tile Activity 

All students are encouraged to audition for the talent quest with the ‘final’ held as usual on the 
Friday morning. Showcase is an opportunity for all musical groups to share the quality of their 
performance with other instrumental and choral groups and the school community as a whole. It 
provides a real life reason for all the practice. The Mosaic Tile Activity is only possible because 
of the Art Contributions and will be for those students whose parents made this contribution. It is 
an extra and these funds will cover the cost. All students should enjoy this special week.  
  

LETTERS OF CONGRATULATIONS  
With the previous database  we used for the semester report, I was able to generate a letter of 
congratulations for students. The  students acknowledged achieved an ‘A’ standard in either 
English, Mathematics or Behaviour. I created the criteria, format and structure of the previous 
report and had experts write the program. The current One School Report has many features 
and allows for more reports than my humble efforts although I had most. However, it doesn’t 
allow us to easily produce these letters. It is being worked on by our One School Coordinator, 
Mrs Patti Donnet, and I’m confident Patti will find a way beyond manually finding the recipients 
and typing each letter separately. 
 

It is pleasing to report that there are many letters to send out. It will take a little time to get 
something in place so that the amount of work to produce the documents accurately can be 
managed. There has been a suggestion that 100% attendance is acknowledged. Some parents 
in the past have indicated that this would be unfair as sickness is unavoidable. I know that it was 
acknowledged way back to my school days and much more recently. Maybe at the next CPR 
meeting, I’ll get some thoughts from a cross section of the school community. 
 

“THE GOOD OLD DAYS” 
How often do we hear about what students used to be like? One would tend to think the world 
was perfect and all students were well behaved and had terrific academic skills and knew 
everything. I’ve been in this ‘game’ for 40 years, and sadly that is not true. I know it wasn’t the 
case even when I was a student. (I’ve got a good memory) 
 

In my estimation, the quality of our students is much better and improving every year. They 
don’t know everything and never will. Nor is their behaviour perfect if we consider every student 
every minute of their school lives. However, there have been huge improvements even over the 
last 9 years I’ve had the honour of being principal of this school. The reasons are many but the 
keys are you, the parents, and those hard toilers, the classroom teachers, and the support staff.  
While the students should not be sold short,  improvements must continue. With the ‘key 
players’ working together, it will happen. I congratulate our students on their achievements to 
this point. 
 

NAPLAN 2009  
 

The results of the Year 3, 5 and 7 National Tests are expected to be in schools in the week 
commencing 14th September. Individual student reports will be distributed that week. It is 
important that this report is cared for as there are no replacements available.  
 
NEWSFLASH 
 

Due to the Show Holiday on Wednesday 12 August and Pupil Free Day on Thursday 13 August, 
the next Newsflash will be printed on Wednesday 19 August . 
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INFORMATION  LINE– 3550 5350 – Call 24 hours a day for updates  – school  sport, camps, 
excursions, sport and other event cancellations, sp ort venues, bus times 

Would you like your Newsflash delivered using  21st  Century technology?  
Email your request to  Newsflash@ferngrovss.eq.edu. au       

       Please include the name and class of the eld est child in your family.   e.g. Susan Allen   4A              

EARLY YEARS NEWS  
 

Term 2: Looking Ahead 
Fri, 7 Aug Prep Teddy Bears’ Picnic 

  

A COOKE LOOK AT LEARNING  
 

I am going next Tuesday to a work-
shop run by the Queensland Studies 
Authority to find out about the Literacy 
& Numeracy Indicators for Prep to 
Year 3.  These indicators for       
Queensland schools provide indicators 
for teachers to assess, monitor & plan 
learning experiences in the areas of  
Speaking & Listening, Reading & 
Viewing, Writing & Designing and the 
strands of Mathematics: Number, 
Space, Measurement, and Chance &  
Data, &  Patterns & Algebra.  
More information will be shared after 
attending the workshop.�
 

Paul Cooke 
Deputy Principal  

 

INTERMEDIATE MUSIC CAMP  
 

This exciting new initiative takes place 
next week. The $50 payment is due 
now. Mitchelton State School is host-
ing the camp on Tuesday 11 August 
and Friday 14 August. Deep Blue and 
The Australian Defence Army Band 
will be working alongside our students 
in preparation for the concert which will 
take place at Mitchelton High School 
on Friday commencing at 2pm. It is 
hoped many parents can attend this 
occasion. 
Children are to arrive at Mitchelton 
State School Hall ( Turnbull and      
Mimosa Streets) at 8:30am each 
morning and bring along their music 
folders, instrument, morning tea, lunch, 
drink bottle, pencil and eraser. All chil-
dren are to wear their uniform and hat. 
Children depart from Mitchelton State 
School at 2:30pm on Tuesday and 
from the high school at the conclusion 
of the Friday concert (approximately 
3pm). 
 

EXPRESSIVE ARTS SHOWCASE 
DATE CLAIMER  
  

Our annual showcase is coming up. 
Mark the following date in your diaries. 
Thursday 10 September commencing 
at 7pm all musical bands and choirs 
will perform to our parent community. 
This is one of the school's highlights 
and an evening not to be missed. 
 

PERCUSSION REHEARSALS  
  

As a lead up to the showcase our per-
cussion students are rehearsing each 
Tuesday morning from 8am to 9am in 
the hall. Children took a note home on 
Monday and commenced these re-
hearsals yesterday. Further rehearsals 
take place on 18 and 25 August, 1 and 
8th September. Please note there is 
no rehearsal on Tuesday 11 August 
due to the Intermediate Camp. 
 

PERCUSSION AND STRINGS  
LESSON CHANGES  
 

Due to the Intermediate Camp there 
will be no percussion and strings     
lessons or rehearsals next Tuesday 11 
August as our instrumental music 
teachers will be at Mitchelton State 
School. 

Belinda Evans 
Deputy Principal  

 

ACTIVE AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM  
 

There are vacancies in the FREE      
Prep — Yr. 4 Thursday afternoon  
3.30-4.30 pm program.  

Gary Kirby 
Program Coordinator 

 
PREP ENROLMENTS SOON 
From Monday, 17 August  to Friday, 
11 September  I am meeting with prep 
students and their parent(s)/ carer(s). 
If you have not yet arranged a time to 
meet,  or  if  you  know of  friends  or 
neighbours  who  are  making  Ferny 
Grove SS their  school  of  choice in 
2010, please telephone the school of-
fice staff to arrange a booking: 3550-
5333. 
 

When coming for the interview, please 
bring the completed green enrolment 
form and your child’s birth certificate or 
passport.   
 

2009 SCHOOL SPELLATHON  
 

Students have UNTIL 14 AUGUST to 
gather sponsors.  Please now support 
your chid/ren in gaining sponsorship 
and encourage their learning of year 
level  words  (1-7)  and  key  actions 
(Prep). If each child raises $25 we will 
surpass the record collected for the 
Active-Athon in 2008. Please note that 
the  school  does  not  encourage       
children going door to door to gain 
sponsorship. 
 

ATHON  PARENT  HELPERS 
NEEDED 
FROM  MONDAY,  24  AUGUST  TO 
TUESDAY, 8 SEPTEMBER (Monday 
to  Friday,  from  8:15  -  9:30)  parent 
helpers are required to receive and    
receipt money students bring for the 
2009  Athon.  If  you  can  help  any    
morning, please see Mr Cooke at the 
school  office.  All  assistance will  be 
appreciated. 

Paul Cooke 
Deputy Principal 

 

DEFENCE NEWS 
 

On Monday  24 August I  
invite all Defence students, 
Prep to Year 7 to a Sausage 

Sizzle at the hall at 11.00 am. The 
Prep children will be collected from 
their classes and then returned as 
soon as the sausage sizzle is over.  
If you do not wish your child to have a 
sausage please let me know as soon 
as possible.  
             
Preparations are currently underway to 
hold a Defence Family Information  
afternoon. I am hoping to have a guest 
speaker to discuss Special Needs. 
More information will follow shortly. 
 

Congratulations to all the award       
recipients. Next week the awards will 
be in the Year 6 area. This week the 
awards are in the Year 4 area. If you 
haven’t filled out the award sheet and 
you need to, don’t forget as the charts 
will be collected next Monday. 
  
 

“My wife wanted a clean break, I 
wanted a clean break and now I’m 
Army Reserve, and the wife just 
shakes her head.”    
 

“We told Dad we wanted a 3 storey 
cubby house and a new trampoline to 
go with our new house and he told us 
we had to win Lotto first. He’s been 
saying that FOREVER!”   
 

“Now that we are staying put, I can 
finally keep one job for more than 18 
months!”  
 

That’s it for this week, take care. 
  
 

Marilyn Young, DSTA 
myoun178@eq.edu.au  
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CLASSROOM NOTICES 
 

 

�� Parent Calendar 
�� Sports Contracts 

 

 

ABSENCE LINE – 3550 5360 – FOR STUDENT ABSENCES  – Phone an y time , Wait for the BEEP, Slowly and clearly state — 
your name + your child’s name + roll class + date of absence + reason for absence. 

LITTERLESS LUNCH  
 

Ferny Grove will continue with our litter-
less  lunch  this  term.  Bring  lunch  in    
paper  bags,  greaseproof  paper  and   
reusable containers. Our compost bins 
and worm farm can break down all fruit, 
paper and crusts. 
 

Ms. Low & Mrs. Abundo 
SCIENCE CLUB 

 

The Student Council are 
holding a  

CRAZY HAIR DAY on  
Tuesday 11 August 

 

Please bring a gold coin donation, and 
let your hair down for the day! 

YEAR 7 DEBATING  
 

The first round of the Queensland De-
bating  Union competition  was held on 
Wednesday, 22 July at Padua   College.  
Congratulations  to  our  two  Year  7     
debating  teams  who  successfully      
debated  the  topic  “That  secondary 
schools should be optional”. Both teams 
were the negative. Team 1 defeated St 
Margaret’s  College  whilst  Team  2     
defeated  Grace  Lutheran  College.        
A terrific effort was displayed by all the 
debaters,  particularly  the  last  minute 
substitutes. Well done!  
Team 1:  
Karina  Robinson,  Alex  Beevers,  Lily 
Sinclair and Zeke Jackson  
Team 2:  
Laura Bartlett,  Sophie  Zoltkowski, Jack 
Hendy and Ryan Bartlett (Year 5) who 
stepped in as time keeper. 
Our next debate is on 19 August and 
the topic is “That students should design 
their own school uniforms”. This time 
both teams are debating as the         
affirmative. 
 

WOULD YOU LIKE THE CHANCE OF 
MAKING THE 2009 FERNY GROVE 
SCHOOL TENNIS TEAM?  
 

If so, please return your Trial Day      
Permission Slip to the office by this    
Friday 7th August (extra permission slips 
are available at the school office if 
you’ve lost yours).  

Ferny Hills Tennis Centre coach      
Tammara Trevithick is the Ferny Grove 
School Tennis Team Manager, and will 
select 3 Teams for Ferny Grove School 
from the  trial days: 

Yr 2 & 3 (Red) Team Trials 18 Aug.  
Yr 4 & 5 (Orange) Team Trials 10 Aug. 
Yr 6 & 7 (Green) Team Trials 17 Aug 
 

Trials are free of charge however please 
only trial if you can commit to the       
majority of the competition dates.   
Please be aware that it is a $15 cost per 
competition day if you make the team.  
 

If you are selected in your school team 
you will compete in your school sports 
uniform against Samford, Patricks Rd, 
St Williams, St Andrews and Ferny Hills 
Primary Schools over 5 weeks for a 
chance to win your region.   
 

The winning school team will then go on 
to play the grand final against the Gap 
Region’s winning school at the New 
Queensland Tennis Centre (Home of 
the Brisbane International). 
 

 
 

 
The next Challenge uses the   

Ridiculous Key  

Give reasons why 
 ‘Every live pet needs to be replaced 

by a robot pet’.  

Remember to be as creative as you 
like.  Place entries in the Thinkers Key 
Challenge box  in the  library.   
Please label entries with your full name 
and class. 
Entries close on  Friday 7 August.  
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Thu 6 Aug �� Yr. 5 Raw Art 

Fri 7 Aug �� NO Early Years Assembly 
�� PREP—Teddy Bears Picnic 

Mon 10 
Aug 

�� 8.45 am Senior Parade 
�� Yr. 4 & 5 Tennis Trials 
�� Yr.1 & 2 PMP Program—hall 
�� PAG Mtg. 7.00 pm 

Tue 11 
Aug 

�� Instrumental Music Intermediate 
Camp 

Wed 12 
Aug 

�� SHOW HOLIDAY 
 

Thu 13 
Aug 

�� STUDENT FREE  
    SHOW HOLIDAY 

Fri 14 Aug �� Early Years Assembly 8.45 am 
�� Inst. Music Intermediate Camp 
��  Last Day Winter Sport 

STUDENT OF THE MONTH PARADE 
 
   Inspector Joe Joyce visited our school as our special guest for       
 Monday’s  Student of the Month Parade. He presented the awards  
 together with our Principal, Mr. Starkey. 
 

 Inspector Joyce is a former parent of the school who has 2 children 
 Maggie and William. He gave an informative and enjoyable talk to 
 Year  7 students about his role in the police force.  
 

 Students awards were presented to: 
 

�� Prep P Hamish R 
�� 1T  Mia Y 
�� 2T  Rachel S 
�� 3S  Zac Z 
�� 4F  Timothy S 
�� 5B  Rory B 
�� 6K  Joel G 
�� 7H  Sophie Z 

 
 

 Congratulations to all the students who received an award. 
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STATIONERY STORE:  

OPENING HOURS:   
Monday & Friday 8 – 9 am.   

Charyl Cowles, Convenor  
3550 5359 (0431 265 068) 

 

UNIFORM STORE 

Mon and Fri   8.00 am - 9.00 am 

Christine Thompson, Convenor 
0400 223 818 

 
WAREHOUSE SHOPPING TOUR 
10 OCTOBER 2009 
 

Book Your Place Now  
Don’t forget – if you love a bargain 
and want to help raise money for our 
school in the process, book your spot 
for the shopping tour of the year. A % 
of sales goes directly to the school. 
 

Cost will be $30 per head. This cost 
will get you into warehouses not open 
to the public; afternoon tea; lucky door 
prizes; and lots more!!!   
Cut off for numbers is 30/09/2009. 
 

Lunch is also available on request – 
quiche, side salad and drink for $8.  
Drinks and snacks are available to 
purchase on the bus during the day. 
 

The more the merrier – So invite your 
friends, family, teacher, CPR and 
neighbours. Theme your group, have 
some fun, and get on the bus! 
To book your spot or for more info,  
phone Simone Howes on 3851 4032 

or 0438 164 727 or  email :  
simone_howes@bigpond.com 

 
 
OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS 
CARE COMMITTEE MEETING 
  

Wednesday, 5 August   7.00 pm  
 

All parents and carers are welcome 
and encouraged to attend the next 
OSHC Committee Meeting to be 
held on 5 August.  
Please advise of any agenda items 
that you may wish to be discussed 
prior to the meeting to ensure they are 
on the agenda. 
Your contribution and participation 
may be of benefit to your child/ren and 
others.   
Lets work together and make it count. 
 

Outside school hours care committee 
           

Debby Brown 
                                       Chairperson  

OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS CARE  
FERNY GROVE STATE SCHOOL  

 

Bookings taken now for Ekka 
Pupil Free Day – Thursday 13th 
August. Lots of fun activities 

planned.   
 

Please call OSHC Ph.3851 2196 for 
more information or to book in. 
 

Before School Care  
7.00am - 8.30am 
 

After School Care  
3.00pm - 6.00pm 
 

Pupil Free Day/Vacation Care  
7.00am - 6.00pm 

 

 ROAD SAFETY 
 

If anyone has any Road 
Safety concerns, please 
contact me via email: 

lreid37@eq.edu.au 
 

Leanne Reid 
Road Safety Coordinator 

 
 

TENNIS SUNDAY FUN DAY… 
 

Ferny Hills Tennis Centre conducted a 
Sponsored Tennis Day for Ferny 
Grove Primary School pupils in Yrs 
Prep – 4 on Wed 29 and Thurs 30 
July.   
 

Each child who participated has been 
invited to attend a free tennis fun day 
at the Ferny Hills Tennis Centre where 
they will participate in fun tennis 
activities and get a little gift pack to 
take home with them on the day.   
  

Special Coaching offers will be 
available. 
 

If your child would like to 
attend please return the 
Sunday Fun Day RSVP to 
the school office by Thurs 
20 August. 
 

A R A N A  L I T T L E 
ATHLETICS  
 

Whether you like to run, 
jump or throw, Arana 
Little Athletics is the ideal activity for 
energetic children offering:   
 

�� Relaxed Friday night competitions 
for children aged between 6 and 17 

�� Track and field events in a safe, 
friendly environment 

�� Qualified athletics coaches 
�� Programs and carnivals suitable for 

both social and competitive athletes 
 

Find out more at our SIGN ON DAYS 

Saturday 8th & 15th August 2009 
Hills Community Hall,  
Dawson Pde, Arana Hills 

12.00pm to 3.00pm 
Bring a copy/extract of your child’s 
Birth Certificate 

C h e c k  o u t  o r  w e b s i t e 
www.aranala.com.au for more details. 
Join us on Friday nights at Leslie 
Patrick Park from August 28th. 
 

 

VACANCY-SCHOOL 
CROSSING SUPERVISOR 
A casual position exists for a 
School Crossing Supervisor at 
Bardon State School 
Remuneration  $22.30 per hour 
1.25 hours per day on a roster 
system  - Must be available 5 days a 
week. Application packs available 
from the school: 330 Simpsons Road, 
Bardon     07 35114555 
 
 
SACRAMENTAL  PROGRAM  FOR 
RECONCILIATION 2009:   
Parent information evenings: 
Tues 18th Aug 7pm @ St John the 
Baptist Enoggera,  
20th Aug 7pm St Columba’s Wilston. 
Celebration date (provisionally)  
 Wilston   4pm 10th Sept.  
Enoggera    4pm 14th Sept. 

All items for inclusion in the current Newsflash sh ould be emailed to                                                    
Newsflash@ferngrovss.eq.edu.au    by   3.00 pm  on  Mondays .                                                                       

P & C NOTICEBOARD  -  next meeting  Wednesday 19 August  

Tuckshop – 3550 5361      Uniform Store - 3550 5342          Stationery Store – 3550 5359               OSHC  
Mon-Fri 8.30-12.00 pm     Mon and  Fri  8.00 - 9.00  am       Mon and Fri   8.00 -   9.00 am     Gail 3851 2196              

Date Tuckshop Roster 

Thu 6 Aug Nicole Wall, Donna Bassett 

Fri 7 Aug Debbie Bayer, Julie Haslam, 
Katrina Collins 

Mon 10 Aug Tracy Cock 

Tue 11 Aug HELP NEEDED 

Wed 12 Aug SHOW  HOLIDAY 

Thu 13 Aug PUPIL FREE DAY 
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