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WEEK ONE 
 
 

It has been a relatively smooth start to the year. There are always some things that are not 
perfect in a large institution such as our school and there will be misinformation due mainly to 
different interpretations. Thank you to all those people who I haven’t heard about as the matters 
were addressed by you.  It is great to have people that want to be ‘part of the solution and not 
part of the problem.’ Thank you to parents and staff for your assistance and cooperation. This is 
a real strength in our school community that enhances opportunities for our students. 
 
 

The final staff allocation will be based on our enrolment numbers as of this 
Thursday.  I expect to be informed from District HR within the following week. As I 
write this on Monday, I know that our enrolment is just below the level for a 34th 
teacher and could change if more enrol. Staffing will not fall below the 33rd 
teacher. 

 

Congratulations to parents for having your children so well prepared for the school year. The 
students look great in their uniforms and more importantly have their books  and other 
equipment but most importantly seem to be mentally prepared , confident , and  positive about 
school. 

 

ICT EDUCATION & EXPRESSIVE ARTS RESOURCE CONTRIBUTI ONS 
 

A circular will be distributed with the Newsflash on 18 February requesting parents to 
participate in this scheme. The reasons for the request and the benefits are detailed in the 
document. 
 

A major portion of the funds from the Expressive Arts Contribution will be used for special 
activities in Expressive Arts Week. This will allow students to participate in activities beyond 
those possible from the General School Grant. As well, a small portion will help increase art 
resources in classrooms which will benefit all students. 
 

The ICT Contribution is used to increase student access beyond what would be possible from 
the grant that is  expected to be around $ 39 000 in 2009. The wages of the school tech, 
working normally three days a week and repairs and licences that have to be paid, absorb a 
considerable portion of this before replacement of hardware,  additional hardware, cabling, 
software, consumables, printing and any other matter are actioned. Many have to be limited to 
keep within available funds. 
 

There are additions that can only be provided with the contribution from parents. Please peruse 
the circulars as these are listed. 
 

The funds provide the ‘extras’ similar to a variety of extra curricular activities including inter 
school sport, excursions and camps. It is appreciated that some parents do not want their 
children to participate and /or choose not to expend funds in an area. 
 

Please refer to the article in the Information Kit if there are difficulties 
in providing resources for your children in the core programs at 
school. 

 

P & C  
WELCOME BACK TO ANOTHER SCHOOL 
YEAR!  
 

Your P & C is into full swing now planning 
events, setting agendas and getting the year 
started.  I  welcome  Debbie  Cheers  to  the          
P & C Staff as our new Tuckshop Convenor 
and ask that you all make her feel welcome. 
She is no stranger to working in our Tuckshop 
so it is business as usual. Of course we have 
the lunch-time change in schedule to get used 
to and if you are unaware of it or want to know 
more about that please contact school admin.  
 

Late last year we set fees for Outside School 
Hours Care, Uniform, Stationery & Tuckshop 
and we always try very hard to keep them as 
low as possible.   

 
 
 
Please contact the P & C if you have any 
questions on our pricing. One of the most sig-
nificant contributions we can all make is the 
SLES  or  Student  Learning  Enhancement 
Scheme. This is  the voluntary contribution 
listed and explained on your book lists. Many 
of you have already paid it and for that we are 
grateful.  
 
If you haven’t been able to pay it yet we will 
look forward to receiving it when you can. All 
funds from the SLES contribution are passed 
directly  to  the  school  for  distribution  into 
classroom resources and other  areas that 
directly affect our children.                     (cont.) 
 



Statement of Purpose:  Personal Excellence - Supportive School Environment - Quality Teaching and Learning�

 

 
INFORMATION  LINE– 3550 5350 – Call 24 hours a day for updates  – school  sport, camps, 
excursions, sport and other event cancellations, sp ort venues, bus times 

EARLY YEARS NEWS  

  

  
 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TEACHERS 
AND PARENTS 
 

Congratulations to Year 1-3 teachers 
for the informative parent information 
sessions held last Monday evening. 
Thank you to parents and carers who 
gave of your time. Your understanding 
and partnerships with teachers and 
school staff can contribute to improved 
achievements and success for your 
child. 
 

THANK YOU 
Thank you to the McAlley family for 
their kind donation of butchers paper. 
 

Paul Cooke 
Deputy Principal 

 

 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
NEWS  

 

Children have returned from music 
camp ready to commence the school's 
Instrumental music program in earnest 
in week 3.  
 

This week the teachers are sorting 
timetables and groupings. Next week 
lessons and rehearsals will commence 
in earnest. 
 
 

Monday   
7:30 Senior band rehearsals for years    
 6 and 7 band members  
9:00 - 2:50 Woodwind lessons  

Tuesday   
7:30 Senior Strings  Ensemble         
 consisting of Yr 4 -7 strings   
 students, those with a minimum 
 of one years tuition.  
9:00 - 2:50 Strings lessons  
8:40 - 10:10 Percussion lessons  
Wednesday        
9:00 - 2:50 Brass lessons  
 

Children are to bring their music and 
instruments on their lesson days and 
teachers will call them from class. In 
the next couple of weeks all children 
should have their timetables to bring 
home. 

 

LORIN NICHOLSON SCHOOL    
PERFORMANCE Friday 27 February 
 

Lorin Nicholson's Performance called 
"See Sharp" is accredited with Arts 
Council, Qld. Lorin is an accomplished 
acoustic  guitarist.  
 

He incorporates his fabulous music 
into his award winning presentation 
which addresses such issues as     
diversity, teasing / bullying, resilience, 
encouragement, goal setting and    
acceptance of others with disabilities 
or differences.  
Cost is $5 as advertised on the Term 1 
Bulk Bill. Payment will be due by 
Thursday 19 February.   
Please complete the tear off slip below 
and return to the office with payment.  

Belinda Evans   
Deputy Principal 

 

CLASS PARENT REPS PROGRAM 
(CPRS) 
 
 

A letter to explain the roles of Class 
Parent Reps and to invite parent    
nomination to be a CPR in 2009 is in-
cluded in this newsletter. Please       
forward your expression of interest to 
your child’s teacher by Friday, 13 
February. CPRs will be emailed          
confirmation of their  selection on     
Friday, 20 February. 
 

The first CPR Meeting is to be held in 
the staff room at 2:00pm on      
Wednesday, 25 February. 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
 

Religious Instruction commences next 
week for Year 3 – 7 students who have 
parental consent. This consent is      
usually obtained on enrolment and 
remains operational unless you        
forward a written notice of withdrawal 
for your child /ren.  
 
 

Parents have the option to have your 
child not participate. Please read the 
update regarding religious instruction 
in the Parent Information Kit. We are 
grateful to the many volunteers who 
give so willingly of their time with the 
children. 
 
 

DATE CLAIMERS:  
 

The National Assessment Program 
in Literacy & Numeracy (NAPLAN) 

It is done this way because when P & Cs raise funds for 
a particular purpose those funds must be used for that 
purpose. This means your SLES money doesn’t buy new 
blades for the tractor, it enhances learning opportunities 
and improves the resources your children have at school. 

Our projects for this year are very exciting with the long 
awaited tennis court lights going up in time for the shorter 
winter days, new shade over the junior oval playground 
and a fantastic new undercover area beside the hall    
providing shelter for OSHC. There are also some funds 
allocated for a permanent PA System in the hall, along 
with projectors and screens so that our events will be 
seen and heard by everyone!  
 

This grant funding is a “dollar for dollar” arrangement and 
once again our Outside School Hours Care business is 
able to  reinvest  its   development  surplus  back into      
facilities that not only benefit the service  directly but also 
the school and wider  community.  
 

Check the last page of this newsflash for next meeting 
dates for sub-committees and please, find the time to get a 
little more involved. Our AGM is in March this year and all 
of the elected P & C positions are declared vacant so that 
people can nominate for the first time or re-nominate.  
 

The elected positions  (the ones you all get to vote on) are 
President, Treasurer, Minutes Secretary, Correspondence 
Secretary and 2 Vice President positions. We also have 
appointed positions for Road Safety, Grants Submissions, 
Special Projects – Building, Public Relations, ICT and 
more.  
 

Our sub-committees are all in desperate need of new 
faces and extra help so please step up if at all possible. 

 
 

Danny Gough 
P & C President 

0407 767 750 

LORIN NICHOLSON PERFORMANCE            “ SEE SHARP”       Payment due Thursday 19 February, 2009  
My child/ children ………………………………………………………………………………in years …….,……..,…….. will 

be attending Lorin Nicholson's Performance on Friday 27 February 2009. 
Payment  is enclosed �                 or                                             �   has been included with Bulk Bill payment  

Parent Signature …………………………………………………..   
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Would you like your Newsflash delivered using 2008 technology?  
Email your request to      Newsflash@ferngrovss.eq. edu.au       

       Please include the name and class of the eld est child in your family.   e.g. Susan Allen   4A              

 

ABSENCE LINE – 3550 5360 – FOR STUDENT ABSENCES  – Phone an y time , Wait for the BEEP, Slowly and clearly state — 
your name + your child’s name + roll class + date of absence + reason for absence. 

 

The National Assessment Program  
Literacy & Numeracy will involve all 
year 3, 5 & 7 students across Australia. 
Students will participate in assessment 
tasks on 12, 13, 14 May.  
 
Please endeavour to plan for your child 
to be at school on these days. Informa-
tion for parents can be accessed: http://
w w w . n a p l a n . e d u . a u / p a r e n t s /
parents.html Information is also avail-
able on the Queensland Studies Au-
thority website: www.qsa.qld.edu.au  
 

 
RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER     
ELECTRONICALLY  
 

To minimise our environmental impact 
and to ensure you do receive the 
weekly newsletter electronically please 
forward your name and email           
a d d r e s s  c a r e  o f  n e w s -
flash@ferngrovss.eq.edu.au��
�
SWIMMING DAY REMINDERS 
 

Mondays Years 6 & 7 as scheduled  
Tuesdays Years   2 and 5 
Wednesdays: Years 2 and 3 

Please remember to bring: togs, sun-
safe shirt, towel sunscreen (SPF30+) 
and bathing cap.  
 

Years 6 & 7 students must also bring: 
long sleeve shirt, pants, old joggers and 
socks.�

���������	�

	���
�����������

 

DEFENCE NEWS 
 

How time flies.  
February is already flying 
along and it’s almost time 

for our first ‘Defence Welcome To 2009 
Afternoon Tea’.  
We will be holding our afternoon tea on 
12 March were we will be looking at 
ways to make deployment /separations 
a little easier and looking at ways to 
make homework less of a chore.  
If you have any queries or tips that you 
would like to share or learn, we would 
love to see you there.  
More information will be forwarded to 
you in the coming weeks. Good luck to 
all of those family members who are 
about to embark on those dreaded 
courses or those introductory ‘new unit’ 
exercises, our thoughts are with you. 
Until next week, take care.  

 

Marilyn Young 
Defence Schools Transition Aide 

myoun178@eq.edu.au 
 
 
 
 

HOOK IN2 HOCKEY  
A great introduction to hockey 

for the beginner! 
 

Hook in2 Hockey is Hockey Australia’s 
national junior recruitment program.  
Contact your local hockey club; 
 

Sign on from Saturday 14 th  February 
4pm & Sunday 15 th  February 12 noon 
at State Hockey Centre Colmslie.   

 

ACTIVE AFTER SCHOOL  
COMMUNITIES 

 
 

This after school program, funded by 
the Federal Government, for Ferny 
Grove students will commence again 
this  term in Week 3. 

�� Wednesday  afternoons from 
3.30 until 4.30 pm for Years 4 to 
7, and Thursday  afternoons 
from 3.30 until 4.30 pm for 
Years Prep to 3. 

 

If you want your child / children to    
participate please bring them along on 
the relevant day in week 3.      Consent 
forms will be handed out on those 
days  to interested parents. 

Any questions please contact Gary 
Kirby, Year 7  teacher, at the school. 
 

Gary Kirby 
Active After School  Co-ordinator 

 
 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  
 

The tuckshop menu has  
alterations in the 
ADDITIONAL HOT FOOD section. 
 
Monday 

Lasagne                $3.00 
Macaroni Cheese  $2.50 
 

Tuesday 
 Hot Roast Beef Roll   $3.00 
 

Wednesday 
 Meatball Sub — CANCELLED 

OUR FIRST SCHOOL ASSEMBLY 2009 
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UNIFORM STORE 
 

Mon and Fri  - 8.00 am  to  9.00 am 
YR 7 POLO SHIRT ORDERS must be 
returned by Friday 13 February. 
Please refer to the green order form 
sent home. 

Christine Thompson, Convenor 
0400 223 818 

 

STATIONERY STORE:  
  

OPENING HOURS:  From next week:  
Monday and Friday only 8 – 9 am.    
REAMS OF PAPER:  Those students 
providing their reams of paper from 
home should label them clearly with 
their name and year level, and leave 
them  at  the  office  by  Friday,  20 
February.  If you have paid for all your 
reams of paper through the stationery 
store, you do not need to supply any 
from home.   
NB: Prep and Year 1  need to supply / 
pay for 1 ream;  Year 2-7  need to 
supply/pay for 2 reams.   
 

IN STOCK NOW:   
Assessment Folders, Chair bags.   
Yr 4 - 7   A4 Music and Theory Books 
$1.15 ea - for those who have thrown 
last year’s away.   
 

OUT  OF  STOCK  ITEMS:   mesh 
pouch,   Yr  1  Handwriting  Text, 
Beginners Dictionary.  
 

REMEMBER: Keep your receipts for 
taxation purposes. 
     

Charyl Cowles, Convenor 
3550 5359 (0431 265 068 

 
 
 
O U T S I D E  S C H O O L 
HOURS CARE 
 
 

The OSHC committee AGM is being 
held on   Wednesday, 11 February 
2009,  in the OSHC room at  6.30pm.    

New parents are very welcome.    
A light supper will be provided.  
We look forward to seeing you there. 

Simone Howes  
0438 164 727   

FOR SALE 
 

CONN Director 27B Trumpet 
V.G.C + hard plush case  
$475.00  ONO 
Phone: Tracey Cock 
             0408 066 521 

ROAD SAFETY 
 

Welcome back to the 2009 
school year. Ferny Grove State 

School prides  itself on our attention to 
safety in and around the school 
precinct. 

I feel that it is important to draw to 
your attention that parking in the 
school car parks is for staff and 
visitors and those parents picking up 
children from sick bay. 

If you have a child who attends the 
SEU, you may obtain special 
permission from the school admin to 
pick up and drop off from the main car 
park. 

As we have in excess of 800 children 
attending our school it is not feasible 
for parents to use car parks as pick up 
and drop off points. 

Thank you for your understanding on 
this issue. 

Leanne Reid 
Road Safety  coordinator. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

VALLEY HOCKEY CLUB SIGN ON  
 

Where: Valley Hockey Clubhouse 
    Shaw Park 
    Shaw Road, Kalinga 
When:   3.00 pm - 5.00 pm 
    15 February 
 

Boys 5 - 17 yrs 
Girls  5 - 12 yrs 
Enquiries: Danny 0419 989 180 
                 Norm  0402 718 578 
 

 
Thinking of playing Rugby League 
this year? 

Come and try 
league skills in a 
fun and safe 
environment 

                

Open to boys and girls  5 to 13 years 
 who DO NOT play club rugby league 
FREE showbag for participants and 
Info session for parents 
 

When: Sun 8 February–9.30-11.30am  
Where:Broncos Leagues Club,      
 Fulcher Road, Red Hill 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR SALE 
 

Artiste SV100 Full Size Violin + case 
etc V.G.C.  Bought from Animato. 
$175 
Phone:  Kerri Netterfield 
              0400717683 

All items for inclusion in the current Newsflash sh ould be emailed to                                                    
Newsflash@ferngrovss.eq.edu.au    by   3.00 pm  on  Mondays .                                                                       
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P & C NOTICEBOARD—next meeting Wednesday 18 Februar y 7.30 pm 
  

Tuckshop – 3550 5361      Uniform Store - 3550 5342          Stationery Store – 3550 5359               OSHC  
Mon-Fri 8.30-12.00 pm     Mon and  Fri  8.00 - 9.00  am       Mon and Fri   8.00 -   9.00 am     Gail 3851 2196              

PRE - Registration essential 
To book your spot:  

Phone Kate 3858 9127 or email 
katec@broncos.com.au 

St Andrews Ladies Hockey Club 
 

If you’re aged 5+ we’d love you to 
join Brisbane’s oldest  and most    

successful hockey club. 
Sign on - Sunday 8 th  February  from 

9am to 11am 
upstairs at BWHA Clubhouse,  

Melbourne Street,  Downey Park. 
Visit www.standrewshockey.com.au 
for all forms and further details on 

registration or contact  
Narelle Richardson on 0401886892. 

Fun Fitness Friendship 

Date Tuckshop Roster 

Thur 5 Feb Greta Naumann 

Fri 6 Feb Debbie Beyer, Julie 
Haslam 

Mon 9 Feb Sharlene Rogers 

Tue 10 Feb Melissa 

Wed 11 Feb Nicole Wall, Donna     
Bassett 

Thu 12 Feb Juanita Akenson 


