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STUDENT BEHAVIOUR  
 

The behaviour and attitudes of the vast majority of students at our school are commendable. It 
is a pleasure to be part of their lives. It is common to be greeted by students and wished well. 
Even though it is quite regular, some of the comments still surprise me such as a Year 3 student 
remarking that it was a beautiful day (weather wise) and he was having a great day (Sports’ 
Day) and hoping that I was enjoying it as well. 
 

A firm stance will continue on unreasonable behaviour with appropriate action taken to ensure 
that this school continues to be a safe place for students to learn and teachers to teach. This 
includes behaviour exhibited out of school grounds such as excursions and sport and travelling 
to and from school. Unreasonable behaviour includes not following direction.  
 

92.5% (7.15 just below) of the behaviours’ results awarded on Semester 1 report cards were 
satisfactory, good or excellent. I commend all children who received these ratings. I strongly 
urge parents of students who didn’t  receive these ratings to have discussions with your child to 
remedy this as well as a conference with your child’s teacher.  
 

ACHIEVEMENT AND EFFORT 
 
 

Data from the Semester 1 Reports showed that, 96% (3.8% just below) of students received 
satisfactory, good or excellent for Effort and 91.6% (7.4% just below)  recorded the same ratings 
for Achievement.  
This is an amalgamation of the results across the school from Year 1 to 7.  
 

Given that there are students who have learning difficulties whose results are included in the 
achievement data, this result is very acceptable. Some of these students received an ‘A’ for 
Effort. 
However, not receiving a ‘C, B or A’ for Effort is not acceptable. I ask parents to take similar 
actions to remedy this as outlined in student behaviour. 
 

I congratulate all students who have given of their best. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS  
 

�� To all P – Year  3 students on their participation on Sports’ Day 
�� To the Prep students on their ‘March Past” 
�� To the Year 3 girls and boys for their extremely close sprint finals 
�� To our team competing in the District Track  and Field 
�� To the students who won selection in the District Track and Field 
�� To students who received Academic Awards for Semester 1 

 

THANKS 
           

�� To all the parents who attended the Junior Sports’ Day 
�� To members of the Parent Activity Group for organising Sports’ Day canteens 
�� To the parents attending the District Track & Field for assisting and supporting 
�� To Mr Garry Thompson and teachers who assisted him to prepare  and manage the 

team at Districts 
�� To Phil Forrest for his project planning for the covered area on the hall and tennis court 

lights. 
 

“CONGRATS” 
 

To:  Jordan Swadling for representing Metropolitan North in the recent State   
  Championships for Cross Country at Runaway Bay. 
 
SWINE FLU 
 

The medical alert has been discontinued. Parents of children with influenza, including the latest 
strain, are asked to keep children at home until they are well. 
 

It has been reported that people presenting to doctors are not being tested for the Swine flu 
strain, therefore, that person is undiagnosed. However, children are becoming quite ill and 
should not be sent to school. Please consult your doctor for up to date advice. 
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INFORMATION  LINE– 3550 5350 – Call 24 hours a day for updates  – school  sport, camps, 
excursions, sport and other event cancellations, sp ort venues, bus times 

Would you like your Newsflash delivered using  21st  Century technology?  
Email your request to  Newsflash@ferngrovss.eq.edu. au       

       Please include the name and class of the eld est child in your family.   e.g. Susan Allen   4A              

EARLY YEARS NEWS  
Term 2: Looking Ahead 
Fri, 7 Aug Prep Teddy Bears’ Picnic.
  �
WELCOME BACK MRS ELYSE 
SKIPPEN 
Elyse Hensler, teacher of 2H students 
has returned from her honeymoon in 
Tasmania. 
 
A COOKE LOOK AT LEARNING  
 

At the time of writing Administrators 
are preparing for one hour professional 
conversations with respective year 
level teachers. These conversations 
will involve talking about findings from 
a review of report card data and the 
teaching of English, Mathematics and 
Science. 
On Monday I had the pleasure of being 
invited by Prep V students to see their 
sharing of a story about a pig, and 
songs: “I am Australian” and “Yellow 
Dog Dingo”. The children had made       
Islander skirts and head dresses.             
I particularly loved the Islander action 
song. Thank you to Prep P students, 
Mrs Vanderlinde and Mrs Trevarthen. 
 
 

Paul Cooke 
Deputy Principal  

 

BAND PARADE PERFORMANCE  
 

The Senior Band will be playing on 
parade on Monday 3 August.  
As  this  is  a  Student  of  the  Month      
parade  children  will  be  required  to 
wear their performance uniform. 
  
INTERMEDIATE MUSIC CAMP 
 

Preparations are well and 
truly  under  way  for  the 
Intermediate Music Camp 
which  is  being  held  on 
Tuesday 11 and Friday 14  August.  
Medical  Forms  are  required  at  the  
office immediately.  
Camp fees  of  $50 are  required  by 
Monday 3 August.  
The Army Band and Deep Blue Strings 
will be workshopping with our students 
throughout the second day.  
This is such a fantastic opportunity for 
our students to play alongside profes-
sionals. 

Belinda Evans 
Deputy Principal  

PREP ENROLMENTS SOON 
From Monday, 17 August  to Friday, 
11 September  I am meeting with prep 
students and their parent(s) / carer(s). 
If you have not yet arranged a time to 
meet, or if you know of friends or 
neighbours who are making Ferny 
Grove SS their school of choice in 
2010, please telephone the school   
office staff to arrange a booking: 3550-
5333. 
 

When coming for the interview, please 
bring the completed green enrolment 
form and your child’s birth certificate or 
passport.   
 
2009 SCHOOL SPELLATHON  
 

This term we have as a major school 
fundraiser our Spell- Athon (Years 1-7) 
and Active-Athon for Prep students. 
Students should have brought home a 
letter, sponsorship card and list of 
spelling words or actions. Parents 
please sign the sponsor card to       
indicate you have given your child   
permission to participate. 
 

UNTIL 14 AUGUST:   
Please now support your chid/ren in 
gaining sponsorship and encourage 
their learning of year level words (1-7) 
and key actions (Prep). If each child 
raises $25 we will surpass the record 
collected for the Active-Athon in 2008. 
Please note that the school does not 
encourage children going door to door 
to gain sponsorship. 
 
 
 
 

UNTIL THIS FRIDAY 31 JULY TO 
NOMINATE OUR INSPIRATIONAL 
TEACHERS 
 

Students and parents have until 31 
July to nominate teachers or           
Administrators for the NEITA Awards. 
For information please access 
www.neita.com.au 
�
 
 
 
 
 

FREE HOMEWORK HELP ONLINE  
 

The State library has launched a site 
that students can access  online or at 
local  libraries  after  school: 
www.yourtutor.com.au  

Paul Cooke 
Deputy Principal 

 

 

DEFENCE NEWS 
 

Congratulations to all the     
children from Year 2 who 

were lucky recipients of our Kind 
Hearts and Helping Hand Awards. 
Keep up the good work.  
 

5T lost one of its defence family       
students recently when Konna       
Dingwall left for Ferny Hills. We wish 
him all the best at his new school.  
We have also had news that Clare 
Basher’s family have retired from the 
services. We wish them well in their 
future endeavours.  
Clare you will always be a part of our 
huge circle of defence friends.  
Following up from last week, we reflect 
on becoming ‘civvies’ .  
‘It’s the simple things that I’m looking 
forward to, planting roots and letting 
them grow!’  
‘With swimming pools, cubby houses, 
veggie gardens and a HORSE!  
“Retirement, what’s that?”  
‘My kids will get to stay in the one 
school for their high school education 
and that’s okay with me!’ 
 

That’s all for this week. Do take care.  
 

Marilyn Young, DSTA 
myoun178@eq.edu.au  

 
 
 
 

The next Challenge uses the   
Ridiculous Key 

  
Give reasons why 
 ‘Every live pet needs to be replaced 

by a robot pet’.  
  
Remember to be as creative as you 
like.   
Place entries in the Thinkers Key    
Challenge box  in the library.  Please 
label entries with your full name and 
class. 
All entries are to be in by  

Friday 7 August.  
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CLASSROOM NOTICES 
 

 

�� Parent Calendar 
�� Sports Contracts 

 

 

ABSENCE LINE – 3550 5360 – FOR STUDENT ABSENCES  – Phone an y time , Wait for the BEEP, Slowly and clearly state — 
your name + your child’s name + roll class + date of absence + reason for absence. 

LET'S GET PHYSICAL  
 

The Aerobics Program will continue in 
term 3 with the following sessions in the 
hall.  
Monday  3 - 3.30pm  
Circuit style aerobics then afternoon tea 
3.30 -3.45pm. Started Week 2, 20 July 
Tuesday 3 - 3.15pm Afternoon tea then 
circuit style aerobics 3.15 - 3.45pm. 
Started Week 2, 21 July. 
These are open to all students, parents 
and teachers. Wednesday morning   
sessions are back on for OSHC children 
in a "Winter Warm-Up" program.   
Children who attend OSHC on   
Wednesday mornings will still need to 
be signed in for sessions starting at 
7.30am.  
Fruit and juice will be served to the    
participants after the session.  
Started Week 1, 15 July. The sessions 
that were held during Term 2 on      
Tuesdays for Year 5 students will not      
continue in Term 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LITTERLESS LUNCH  
 

Ferny Grove will continue with our litter-
less  lunch  this  term.  Bring  lunch  in    
paper  bags,  greaseproof  paper  and   
reusable containers. Our compost bins 
and worm farm can break down all fruit, 
paper and crusts. 
 

Ms. Low & Mrs. Abundo 
SCIENCE CLUB 

 
 
 
 
 

HYGIENE REMINDERS 
 

Please assist your child/ren to stay 
healthy: 
 

�� Stay home from school if sick. 
�� Wash hands with soap after going to 

the toilet, or when coughing or sneez-
ing. 

�� Wash hands after touching eyes, nose 
or mouth. 

�� Cover your mouth or nose when 
coughing or sneezing. 

�� Use tissues and throw them in the bin 
after use. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Student Council 
are holding a  

CRAZY HAIR DAY 
on  

�� Tuesday 11 August 
 

Please bring a gold coin donation, and 
let your hair down for the day! 
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Thu 30 
July 

�� Clay Castles - 6T 
�� Yr.5 Dr. Blok - Science 
�� Prep -Yr.4 Tennis Skills Lessons 

Fri 31July �� 8.45 am Early Years Assembly 

Mon 3 Aug �� 8.45 am Student of the Month 
�� Yr.1 & 2 PMP program—hall 
�� 6R Clay Castles 

Tue 4 Aug UNSW English Tests 

Thu 6 Aug �� Yr.5 Raw Art 

Fri 7 Aug �� NO Early Years Assembly 
�� PREP—Teddy Bears Picnic 
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ACADEMIC AWARD  
PARADE 

 
Year 4 — 7 students received 
their Academic Awards from 
Mrs. Evans, Mr. Starkey and     
Mr. Chris Ryder, Regional       
Executive Director, Greater    
Brisbane Region. 
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STATIONERY STORE:  

OPENING HOURS:   
Monday & Friday 8 – 9 am.   

Charyl Cowles, Convenor  
3550 5359 (0431 265 068) 

 

UNIFORM STORE 

Mon and Fri   8.00 am - 9.00 am 

Christine Thompson, Convenor 
0400 223 818 

 
WAREHOUSE SHOPPING TOUR 
10 OCTOBER 2009 
 

Book Your Place Now  
Don’t forget – if you love a bargain 
and want to help raise money for our 
school in the process, book your spot 
for the shopping tour of the year. A % 
of sales goes directly to the school. 
 

Cost will be $30 per head. This cost 
will get you into warehouses not open 
to the public; afternoon tea; lucky door 
prizes; and lots more!!!   
Cut off for numbers is 30/09/2009. 
 

Lunch is also available on request – 
quiche, side salad and drink for $8.  
Drinks and snacks are available to 
purchase on the bus during the day. 
 

The more the merrier – So invite your 
friends, family, teacher, CPR and 
neighbours. Theme your group, have 
some fun, and get on the bus! 
To book your spot or for more info,  
phone Simone Howes on 3851 4032 

or 0438 164 727 or  email :  
simone_howes@bigpond.com 

 
OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS 
CARE COMMITTEE MEETING 
  

Wednesday, 5 August   7.00 pm  
 

All parents and carers are welcome 
and encouraged to attend the next 
OSHC Committee Meeting to be 
held on 13 May.  
Please advise of any agenda items 
that you may wish to be discussed 
prior to the meeting to ensure they are 
on the agenda. 
Your contribution and participation 
may be of benefit to your child/ren and 
others.  Lets work together and make 
it count. 
          Debby Brown 
                                       Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 

ROAD SAFETY 
 

Just a reminder to all members 
of  the  Ferny  Grove  School 

Community that the school car parks 
are not pick-up and drop-off points for 
the general school population.   
If you have a special needs child and 
you require access to the S.E.U. you 
may use the top car park only if you 
have permission from a member of 
the administration team. As you can 
all realise, if all decided that this was 
an easy option for pick-up and drop-
off  a  very  dangerous  and  chaotic 
situation could arise.   
Thanking  you  for  your  anticipated       
co-operation in this matter. 

Leanne Reid 
Road Safety Coordinator 

 
 
FERNY GROVE HIGH OPEN DAY 
An invitation to Year 7 students & their 
parents is extended to attend the Open 
Day on Sunday 2 August from 
10:00am to 2:00pm.   
Please note that there are two           
information sessions, one at 10:00am 
followed by a tour of the school and an 
opportunity to book an interview and 
collect an information pack.   
This process will then be repeated at 12 
noon.  Enrolment interviews will be    
conducted in the two weeks after Open 
Day. 

 

Mrs. Kay Gardner, Executive Principal 
Ferny Grove State High School 

 
 

SACRAMENTAL  PROGRAM  FOR 
RECONCILIATION 2009:   
Parent information evenings: 
Tues 18th Aug 7pm @ St John the Baptist 
Enoggera,  
20th  Aug  7pm  St  Columba’s  Wilston. 
Celebration date (provisionally)  
 Wilston   4pm 10th Sept.  
Enoggera    4pm 14th Sept. 

 
 

Want to play T Ball, Little 
League Baseball Junior 

Baseball or Senior Major Baseball?     
Come ’n ’Try 
WHEN: Saturday 1st August & Sunday 
2nd August  10.00am to 2pm either day 
WHERE:  Pine Hills Baseball Club, Club 
Bunya, Downstairs Conference Room, 
Jinker Track, Bunya 
Under 8’s – Under 10’s – Little League – Under 
14’s – Under 16’s – Under 20’s – Senior Major 
Baseball 
Junior registered players who introduce 
a new friend to the club will go into the 
draw to win free fees for the season. 
To be eligible the Junior player and the new 
member introduced must have fully paid up 
fees. Drawn when Junior fixtures start. 
New Under 8 & Under 10 registered players 
with paid up fees will receive a free 
Backpack, Water Bottle, Safety Ball and 
Baseball Glove 
Returning Under 8 & Under 10 players with 
paid up fees will receive a free a Backpack, 
Water Bottle, Safety Ball 
For more information please contact Greg 
Long mob 0411 655 161 email 
long@bigpond.net.au 
and also check out our web site 
www.pinehillslightning.baseball.com.au 
Baseball and its modified games are played all over 
Australia. Teams are organised by age and ability, 
starting from our T Ballers at age 5 or 6 and going 
up to Seniors.  
Boys and girls participate equally in T Ball and 
Little League Baseball. The best thing about 
Baseball is that everyone gets to play. 
Batting, running, fielding, throwing and catching are 
all part of the game, so there’s not much time for 
sitting around! 
For more information please contact Greg 
Long mob 0411 655 161 email 
long@bigpond.net.au and also check out our 
web site www.pinehillslightning.baseball.com.au 

 

All items for inclusion in the current Newsflash sh ould be emailed to                                                    
Newsflash@ferngrovss.eq.edu.au    by   3.00 pm  on  Mondays .                                                                       

P & C NOTICEBOARD  -  next meeting  Wednesday 19 August  

Tuckshop – 3550 5361      Uniform Store - 3550 5342          Stationery Store – 3550 5359               OSHC  
Mon-Fri 8.30-12.00 pm     Mon and  Fri  8.00 - 9.00  am       Mon and Fri   8.00 -   9.00 am     Gail 3851 2196              

Date Tuckshop Roster 

Thu 30 July DESPERATE— HELP  NEEDED 

Fri 31 July Shirabdi Gordon 

Mon 3 Aug Sue Ripper 

Tue 4 Aug HELP NEEDED 

Wed 5 Aug Nicole Wall, Donna Bassett 

Thu 6 Aug Nicole Wall, Donna Bassett 
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POSITION AVAILABLE  
TUCKSHOP CONVENOR 
 

Deb Cheers our tuckshop convenor has 
decided to pursue alternative work and 
will leave us when we have a suitable 
replacement.  
If you are at all interested in an     excit-
ing and challenging role as tuckshop 
convenor please contact Alison Exley 
on 0423 662 997 or email a brief     
resume to  
pandcpresident@ferngrovss.eq.edu.au  
An employment pack detailing the posi-
tion description and application process 
should be available from the school 
office in the next few days. 


