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i CALENDAR DISTRIBUTION <
# Unfortunately the term calendar has been distributed a week later than intended. I'm writing this on Sunday
and, at this time, expect it to be distributed with this, the second Newsflash. | believe it to be accurate at
the time of completion. There will be updates in the Newsflash if there are unexpected minor changes.

LAST WEEK

Both deputies are back at school this week. I'm sure that staff and parents may now have a greater
appreciation of the fine work both contribute to our school and students after this time without them.

While Belinda worked the Student Free Day, she will have some catching up being away for the remainder
of the week. Paul was away for 2 weeks and only back on Thursday last week. He has a mountain of
matters with the minor ones being 850+ emails and a huge 'in tray’.

Unfortunately, Our HOSES, Elizabeth Boyce, was also ill early in the week and the fact the Special
Education Program continued shows she has a well organised operation and a good team.

| had a long term commitment to an E-Learning Conference on Tuesday of Week 1 and, while it caused «
me some ‘pain’ and numerous mobile phone calls to deal with school and other departmental matters, it i
was an event that was worth the time. It gave me a great deal of information that will be essential for
developing our programs. i

There was a major ‘computer outage’ across all schools in Brishane. Some capacity has been restored but *
on Friday we still didn't have our intranet in place. As this is the major communication tool for staff, it x
continues to cause some difficulties. One day can be easily managed, a whole week, particularly Week 1, *
makes for some special arrangements. It is a learning experience and a new lesson on how much we ;4
depend on our modern communication channels. It is also a reminder of the length of time it takes to get a *
message around without the links. i

| dealt with immediate matters that couldn’'t be deferred and attended essential events only. This included i
an extra staff briefing, a Regional Briefing on Building the Education Revolution (Federal $3M school «
project) which took a whole afternoon, special staff QTU meeting, P & C meeting and school ANZAC i
Parade. | thank the office staff who brought essential matters to my attention and waited patiently for «
decisions and signatures. | feel | returned most calls but still had a large pile of matters when | left to meet
some fellow principals after school on Friday. | would ask parents to bring to my, or my deputies’ attention,
any matter that wasn't attended to and is still important. | thank everyone for their patience. Please note
that | have a departmental commitment and will be in the city on Tuesday and Wednesday.

THIS WEEK

Prep Walkway

The construction of Prep walkways starts. BSM Marg Frame and | will meet with the constructors on
Monday. There will probably be some modification on entry to the classrooms with safety fencing erected
around the construction areas. It will be a short term pain for long term gain. | ask parents to assist and
particularly request parents of pre-prep age children to be vigilant as this type of activity, in my experience,
attracts the younger children.

Building Education Revolution Meeting

On Friday morning, with a school team including P & C representation, I'll meet with the BER team
managers. This is another major step. Before this meeting, I'll have submitted our suggested projects on
the expansion of the library and completion of the hall, which I've detailed in previous newsletters and at
numerous P & C and School Council meetings. The National School Pride application (Prep playground,
carpets, whiteboards) was supported. It will be some weeks for a decision on approval of the $3m projects
I submit. It is planned that both will be implemented.

Minor Maintenance

Most of the recent painting of school buildings has been completed. There are other matters, particularly
replacing uneven pavers with concrete and levelling others, still to occur. Please be careful moving in the
areas where renovation is happening. While deemed departmentally ‘minor’, these are rather large in the
scheme of things for our school.

Energy Wise Workshop

The workshop was run on Tuesday, week 1. It was a very informative session and there will be many
matters to follow up. Paul was heading up this project and was disappointed that he was unable to attend. |
thank Mrs Patti Donnet for taking over organisation on the day. Expect to hear and learn more about this
as there is a commitment to reducing our energy usage while maintaining the quality of programs and
facility use. For example, all the lights won't be turned off in the classrooms with children straining to see.
However, the amount of lights required will be audited and some vigilance taken in turning them off when
not required.

School ANZAC Parade

| left this item to last as | feel that it was the really special event for Week 1. It was attended by the entire
school body of students and most staff plus an estimated 150 parents.

This parade is normally organized and run by Deputy Belinda Evans. Belinda had a major input into the
organisation but, knowing that she would be away for the event, handed over to Year 6 teacher, Matt Kurth
Defence Aide, Marilyn Young and HOC Wendy Read. It wasn't a job imposed on Matt as he had
mentioned his interest in being involved in our ANZAC celebrations.

I'm sure that those in attendance would agree, Matt did a terrific job as facilitator and presenter. | also
congratulate all the students for their presentations and our special guest, Lieutenant Colonel David
Laurie, a parent of our school. It was also pleasing to have Councillor Andrew Wines attend to lay a
wreath.

The band played well, conducted by Naomi Miller and Tetsuya Lawson’s /

rendition of the Last Post and Rouse was outstanding. '/ BARRY STARKEY [PRINCIPAL)
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INFORMATION LINE- 3550 5350 — Call 24 hours a day for updates — school sport, camps,

M excursions, sport and other event cancellations, sp

ort venues, bus times

%ﬁ?ﬁjﬂ EARLY YEARS NEWS
TERM 2

Looking Ahead

A number of significant activities will
occur across our Early Years this term.
Specific details will be communicated
to parents and carers as the term
progresses. A brief summary is out-
lined below.

Prep students will be screened using
the Australian Early Development In-
dex AEDI). Parent information can be
obtained: www.aedi.org.au. A letter to
seek parental approval & provide more
information will be forwarded home.
Year 2 student s will be commencing
activities focussed on ants. This will
result in students being assessed in
the areas of Reading, Writing & Num-
ber. This process of assessment &
resulting report on your child’'s pro-
gress is the Year 2 Diagnostic Net .
An “Information for Parents “ handout
will soon be forwarded home.

Year 3 students will complete the
NAPLAN (National Assessment Pro-
grams Literacy & Numeracy) on 12, 13
and14 May.

EARLY YEARS FACILITIES
PROJECTS

Works have or are commencing this
week to install covered walkways from
all Prep classrooms. A new cement
outdoor eating will be installed outside
the Years 1G, 1H & 2T classrooms

_f. STUDENTS: NOMINATE
f‘)(YOUR
s TEACHER

Students are encouraged to nominate
their favourite teacher via the
Education Department’s website:
www.education.qld.gov.au/community/
events/edweek/favteacher/

Students need to write in 25 words or
less why their favourite teacher is so
special. Parents of younger children
are encouraged to give them a hand.

Entries close on 8 May and the
winning teachers will be announced
during State Education Week, to be
held from 1 — 5 June.

CLASS PARENT REPS

The next CPR meeting is to be held in
the staffroom on Wednesday, 6 May
from 2pm. CPRs are reminded to
email or forward agenda items to Paul
Cooke by this Friday, 1 May .

Paul Cooke
Deputy Principal

FAVOURITE |

WINTER SPORT

Winter sport commences on Friday
and will run for 12 weeks throughout
terms 2 and 3. Children took home a
Sport Information Sheet last Friday.
This permission form needs to be
returned now if children are to leave
the school grounds to play their first
fixture on Friday, 1 May. Payment of
$60 is required by the 12 May.
Teachers are always looking for par-
ents to act as team managers.
Managers do not need to have any
understanding of game or rules. Par-
ents acting as manager assist the
teacher with the equipment and super-
vision. If you are able to come along to
the games please let the teacher know
that you would be happy to help out.
Belinda Evans
Deputy Principal

DEFENCE NEWS

It was great to see so many
families at the ANZAC Day |
parade. All the children did
a fantastic job.

We were proud of The Catafalque
Party, 1 Topo Svy Sqgn for being part of
our commemorations.

Thank you to Carlyndal S, Emma J,
Zeke J, Tetsuya L, Mr Church, Mrs
Read, Mr Weir-Chang who passed
along some great photos of the parade
and the teachers for helping to make
this day such a success.

Mr Kurth did a wonderful job and his
passion was certainly  contagious.
Thank you also to Mrs Trevarthen,
Mrs Biesot, Mrs Biering and Mrs
Lazenby who sat with the Prep
children. It is a huge ask for the
smaller children to sit for so long.

It was a lovely surprise going into Prep
V with the class using sign language to
tell me about the Army soldiers.

| leave you with a comment from one
of our students about the Catafalque
Party.

“Those Army men must have been
very tired Mrs Young, ‘cause as
soon as they got here, they fell
asleep. | don’t know how they didn’t
fall over. The Army is smart to teach
them to sleep standing up!”

If anyone has photos or footage of
ANZAC Day could | please trouble you
for a copy? That's it for now, I'm off for
training with DCO this week. Take
care.
Marilyn Young DSTA
myounl78@ed.edu.au

CROSS COUNTRY

Our Inter-house Cross country was
held last Wednesday 22™ April.
Age Champions for 2009 are:

9yrs HOUSE
Ronan Russon KOOKABURRAS
Lauren Scofield KOALAS
10 yrs
Konna Dingwall KANGAROOS
Madison Young KOOKABURRAS
11 yrs
Connor Breton KINGFISHERS
Julia Robinson KANGAROOS
12yrs
Thomas Marr KANGAROOS
Hayleigh Schofield KOALAS
¢ 13 yrs
*% Nicholas Lundberg KANGAROOS
Nicole Coombs KOOKABURRAS

The winning House was
KOOKABURRAS - 185 points

Kangaroos 2" 182
Koalas 39_174
Kingfishers 4™ — 140

Year 3 students ran a modified course
on that afternoon (enthusiastically, and
at a frenetic pace) with the following
results:

1 Amy Bachelor, Keith McGrath
2" Hayley Giles, Tom Dyer
3" Rhylee Dingwall, Kengo Lawson

On 5 May, each of our first 3 place
getters in ages 10 — 13 years will
represent our school at the District
Cross Country trials to seek places in
the District team.

Good Luck to them all.
(Remember to return your permission
slips!)
Mr. Rainbow
P.E. Specialist
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 ABSENCE LINE — 3550 5360 — FOR STUDENT ABSENCES - Phone an ytime , Wait for the BEEP, Slowly and clearly state =~ — §

i your name + your child’s name + roll class + date of absence + reason for absence.
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Throughout this term on Senior Parade
and Early Years Assembly the
Thinkers’ Challenge will be
announced. Entries need to be placed
in the Thinkers’ Challenge box in the
Library by Thursday afternoon with the
student's name and class clearly
marked on the entry.

The winners will be congratulated on
the following parade and awarded the
trophy. There is a Senior school trophy
and an Early Years trophy. So parents,
encourage your child to enter this com-
petition to stimulate innovative thinking
and creative ideas.

The challenges will call on Tony Ryan's
Thinker's Keys .
These keys were designed to stimulate
‘out of the box’ thinking.
The first challenge is due on Thursday
May 14:

INVENTIONS KEY

If your computer mouse were alive,
what would it like to play?
Design a toy that would keep it happy.

Challenge closes Week 4.

Trophy presented at Week 5 Senior
parade.

This challenge is just one of many
initiatives operating at Ferny Grove to
further our goal to Strive for Excellence!

ANZAC DAY e

ANZAC Day parade at school, led by Mr. Kurth, i

was attended by the students, staff and many
We were fortunate to have the
Catafalque Party from 1 Topo Svy Sqn.

parents.

pAS
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Our School Captains represented Ferny Grove
School at the Gaythorne RSL ANZAC Day A

Service.
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RESOURCE CENTRE NEWS hor \
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The 50c BOOK SALE is on Q4&Kp

again!

Come to the library courtyard next
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
during first break and snap up a pile of
good reading.

All books just 50c. Come and find a
bargain!
Happy reading
Patti Donnet

Wed 29 Apr Yrs.4K, 4JM, 4S Simpson Falls
Yr.5 Science Expo
7.00 pm IMPS Mtg.
SCIENCE WEEK

Thu 30 Apr Yr.5 Raw Art
Student Term 1 Behaviour
Sausage Sizzle 11.50 am—
1.20 pm

Fri 1 May 8.45 am Early Years Assembly
Winter Sport begins

Mon 4 May LABOR DAY HOLIDAY

Tue 5 May Northwest District Cross
Country
Henny Penny Hatching —
Prep
50c Book Sale in Library
Courtyard —1st Break ALL
WEEK
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pAg
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GOTCHAS: ®

Well Done!

These children were caught

‘doing the right thing’ and are

rewarded with an ice block voucher
from the tuckshop.

Asha T 4F
Shania W 4L
Tanisha E 4L
Livia L 4L
Jemma W 60
Kelly A 60

GROUP PHOTOS

Photos for Student Councillors, Senior
Leaders, School Captains, Music
Leaders, House Captains are available
to order for $12 each. If you wish to
purchase a photo, please send money
to the office in the correct envelope
(available from the office) before 8 May.

PMP VOLUNTEERS

The Perceptual Motor Program for Year
1 students will commence on Thursday
after first break. Volunteers are urgently
needed for this program to be able to
run.

Please contact your child’'s class
teacher if you are able to help.

i

Would you like your Newsflash delivered using 21st
Email your request to Newsflash@ferngrovss.eq.edu.
Please include the name and class of the eld

est child in your family.

Century technology?

au
e.g. Susan Allen 4A
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the current Newsflash sh

by 3.00 pm_on Mondays .

ould

be emailed to

All  items for inclusion in
Newsflash@ferngrovss.eq.edu.au
MOTHER'S DAY STALL ‘,z.”’iifw
The stall will be held next 5‘&\!
Wednesday 6 May in the
hall.
There will be a great range of gifts to
choose from and prices start as low as
50 cents and go up to $10.
Please remember to send a plastic
bag/shopping bag along with your

child on the day so they have
somewhere to ‘hide’ their present.

If you are able to help out on the day
(even if it's only an hour or so), we
would really appreciate your time.

Please give us a call if you need any
further information.

Katrina (3351 3863 / 0423 856 804)
or Simone (3851 4032)

&7 STATIONERY STORE:

Monday & Friday 8.00 — 9.00 am.
Stationery store will open Tuesday 5
May, in lieu of Labour Day holiday.

Charyl Cowles, Convenor
3550 5359 (0431 265 068)
UNIFORM STORE
8.00 am - 9.00 am

Christine Thompson, Convenor
0400 223 818

Mon and Fri

OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS CARE
COMMITTEE MEETING

Wednesday, 13 May 2009 7.00 pm

All parents and carers are welcome
and encouraged to attend the next
OSHC Committee Meeting - 13 May.
Your contribution and participation
may be of benefit to your child/ren and
others.

Lets work together and make it count.

Debby Brown
Chairperson

MUSIC GROUPS

Contrary to the weather, the year is
hotting up for the instrumental and
choral students as Music Camps and
competitions begin surfacing.
Come along to the next IMPS meeting
on Wednesday 29 April at 7pm in the
staffroom, and find out more.
Shirabdi Gordon
Secretary IMPS

TUCKSHOP NEWS

Date Tuckshop Roster S
Thu 30 Apr | Nicole Wall, Donna Bassett
Fri 1 May Deb Beyer, Julie Haslam,

Katrina Collins
Mon 4 May |HOLIDAY
Tue 5 May |HELP NEEDED !!!
Wed 6 May | Meg Leslie
Thur 7 May | Greta Naumann

Many thanks to all the families who
have subscribed to Flexischools, our
new Online Tuckshop Menu!

Thanks also to the supportive parents
who placed their Friday orders online.
Although we had online orders coming
in all week we had a huge uptake for
that first Friday.

As Friday is still the preferred
tuckshop day for many of you, it
stretches us to our limits, every week
and we spend a considerable amount
of time dealing with money and brown
bags - counting them, checking
orders, fixing up wrongly ordered
bags, sticking in the change and
finally tallying the orders. We just want
to be getting on with the business of
cooking and preparing food for your
kids. Early in the week this is not too
bad but on Fridays this is very time-
consuming.

With the new flexischools system, |
have, at the touch of a button, a full
list of all the food | need to get
prepared for the day, and can just get
on with it. | love it.

From a parental perspective it means
that my kid actually gets what | have
ordered them. No more brown bags,
scrounging around for small change,
or last minute racing to an ATM for
lunch cash and neither me or the kids
has to physically take the order to the
tuckshop. A huge time saving!

Please approach this change with an
open mind and give it a go. If you
have any problems with using the new
system just call me at the Tuckshop
on 07 3550 5361 or you can ring
Flexischools direct on 1300 361 769
as they are really helpful.

.—
-

Hawaiian chicken melts (chicken/
pineapple/cheese/mayo), and Tuna
melts (tuna /onion/mayo/cheese) are
each $3.50 Wednesday specials for
the next month.
New Calippo: Mango gelato 80cents
Fresh fruit for fruit break available
over the counter every morning. 20c-
60c New brand hotdogs this week-
customer feedback needed!
Helpers are always needed. If you are
available to help call in any time.
Deb Cheers, Convenor
3550 4361 mob 0423 539 846

ROAD SAFETY

As you may have noticed via the
various media outlets Friday 15 May
is National Walk Safely to School
Day.
Once again Ferny Grove State School
will be participating and we will again
be having the Minister for Education
walking with us.
More details of meeting places will be
forwarded in next week’'s Newsflash.
Parents and carers are most welcome
to walk with us.
Leanne Reid
Road Safety Coordinator

[ 1

LANGUAGES

The Languages Department at Ferny
Grove SHS are starting beginner's
classes in Japanese, Arabic, Russian,
Chinese and Indonesian if numbers
are sufficient. Classes are open to
ALL members of the community and
are held 7.30 — 8.30 or 3.30 — 4.30
during the week. Cost $6 per hour +
GST. Enquiries - Mrs F. Hudghton,
3550 5804 or fhudgl@eq.edu.au

SUPPORT GROUP

The parent of a child starting at our
school in 2010 would like to start a
support group for the families of
children who have a diagnosis of
Anaphylaxis. This is the life
threatening allergic response to
certain foods, the most common being
peanuts.

If you would like to be part of the
support group please contact:

Kerrin Thomas on 33518062

P & C NOTICEBOARD — next meeting Wednesday 20 MAY

Tuckshop — 3550 5361

Mon-Fri 8.30-12.00 pm  Mon and Fri 8.00-9.00 am

Uniform Store - 3550 5342

Mon and Fri

Stationery Store — 3550 5359

OSHC

8.00- 9.00am Gail 3851 2196
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