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EXCEPTIONAL WEATHER  
Last Wednesday we apparently experienced a 1 in 70 year rainfall event. The problem with statistics 
is that it could recur again within a month or a year or not for 100 years. 
 

The situation at our school was that there was no danger of it being flooded. I doubt that the buildings 
will ever be flooded and very unlikely that B Block on McGinn will be cut off from the remainder of the 
school. If there was ever a dangerous situation at the school parents would be contacted if possible 
and action taken. As stated above, it wouldn’t be just from rain but could be a severe storm with 
damaging winds and or hail for example. 
However, the situation for individual families could be different and would be known to them or their 
neighbours. Parents will need to be prepared and, I suggest, have a plan regarding the safety of their 
children to return home.  
 

Principals have been requested to inform parents of Education Queensland’s position,  as follows: 
· Standard procedure is for schools to stay open during periods of flooding or other emergencies 
· It is only when the site becomes unsafe that consideration be given to seeking approval to close       

a school. 
· The principal or representative is to immediately phone the Regional Executive Director who will 

seek the necessary approval. 
· The decision does not rest with the school or the Region. 
· The Queensland Police Service can seek closure of a school. 
· It is understood that there may be very good reason for parents/carers not to send their children 

to school in such situations. 
· The decision is the responsibility of parents 
· Principals are to advise that the school is open. Parents make the decision as to whether the 

students attend. Safety has to be the prime criteria. 
· The decision regarding operation of school buses is the responsibility of the operator and not the 

Principal. Obviously, this would apply to Brisbane Bus Lines and BCC buses. 
 The principal has the responsibility for ensuring the students are safe at school and that they are 

not taken home without parental knowledge or consent. 
 

Knowledge of each student’s and parent’s situation rests with the individuals. It is unlikely that any 
school personell will have information about roads and flooding near homes before the occupants.  
I can assure parents that  most of the suburb will be under water before the classrooms. 
There is no such guarantee with the roads in the di strict, though I feel McGinn, Archdale and 
Finvoy, near the school at least, will be passable if it is only rain. 
The departmental instructions above are not new and have been known and followed in our school 
community. 
CELEBRATION OF ACHIEVEMENTS  
 

Recently, the achievements of current staff, with 8 teachers awarded Pedagogical Licences and 30 
Pedagogical Certificates, were celebrated.  
 

Two staff members who gained their licences 
in 2008, Aleta Edwinsmith and Kristen 
Knights, were transferred at the end of that 
year.   
This is a significant number compared to most 
other schools. There are around 10 more who 
have almost completed the certificate, two 
others well under way for a licence and 4 
more commencing the journey towards a 
licence.  
The skills of all teachers have been enhanced 
and the licence particularly takes a great deal 
of time and effort. Our students will and are 

reaping the benefits. This is a very professional and dedicated staff willing to do extra and I’m sure 
that parents will join with me in expressing appreciation. 
The 8 teachers awarded their licences were: 
 

�� Mrs. Carol O’Gorman 
�� Mrs. Patti Donnet 
�� Mrs. Amy George 
�� Mr. Gary Kirby 
�� Mrs. Ulana Edds 
�� Mrs. Arlene Smethurst 
�� Mrs. Wendy Read 
�� Mrs. Renee Palmen (Absent) 
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INFORMATION  LINE– 3550 5350 – Call 24 hours a day for updates  – school  sport, camps, 
excursions, sport and other event cancellations, sp ort venues, bus times 

TERM 2: LOOKING AHEAD  
Thur 28              Year 3 fairy tale plays 
Fri 29        Year 3 World of Maths 
Fri 5 June  Under 8’s  - Yr 1-2 oval. 
�
 

EARLY YEARS DATE CLAIMER  
 

On Friday, 5 June  Prep - Year 3     
students will celebrate Under 8’s 
morning , following our Early Years 
Assembly. 
The theme this year is:  
“Creativity – Let It Happen ”.  
Creativity is simply the act of making 
something new. Class teachers are 
coordinating activities .  
 

If you have an interest and are      
available to run an activity would you 
please see your child’s teacher.�
 

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY: 5 JUNE  
 

We can all  make a difference.  Our 
school is an EnergyWise school. We 
are involving students in 5B and 60 to 
conduct energy audits at school. More 
news will be forthcoming.  
 

As part of World Environment Day Yr 3 
- 7 students are being encouraged to 
enter the federal government’s “Think 
Climate  Think  Change”  competition. 
Children  can  win  trips  for  two  to      
Canberra. They can submit entries in a 
range of forms including short stories 
poems, rap lyrics or artwork.  
Details  can  be  found  at 
www.climatechange.gov.au 

Paul Cooke 
Deputy Principal  

 
 

FAMILY PLANNING LESSONS  
 

Year 6 Lessons  commence Thursday 
28 May and run for 3 weeks. Payment 
of $22 is due by Tuesday 26 May . 
 

Year 5 Lessons  commence Tuesday 
2 June and run for 2 weeks. Payment 
of $14 is due by Thursday 28 May . 
 

If parents do not wish  your child to be 
included in the program please notify 
the  classroom  teacher  or  Belinda     
Evans in writing. 
 

CHOIR PARADE PERFORMANCES   
Mon  1 June            Intermediate Choir 
Mon 15 June           Intermediate Choir  
Mon 22 June                  Senior Strings  
Term 2 Competitions  
QYMA Choral Competition Dates  
Mon 1 June      Yr 4/5 Choir     
  6:00 arrival    Aspley SHS  
Wed 3 June      Senior Choir     
  6:30 arrival    Aspley SHS  

RADIO LIVE BROADCAST  
SENIOR BAND  

 

Friday morning at approximately 
7:40am you will hear our Senior Band 
play live on 612ABC. The band is  
participating in a unique competition 
and will be broadcasting from the 
school hall.  
Turn on your radios to hear the band 
and give us your feedback. Selected 
bands and choirs will be chosen to 
take part in the Brisbane Festival in 
September. Reminder to all band 
members we require you at school at 
the earlier time of 6:45am.  
A note regarding the time change went 
home on Monday. 
 

STRINGS EXTRAVAGANZA   

 

Last Thursday night our Senior Strings 
and their families enjoyed a night of 
music as our cluster primary schools 
and the high school all performed.  
Our ensemble opened the evening and 
played well. Congratulations goes to 
the Senior Strings. Their performances 
are strengthening as they grow in    
confidence. We look forward to their 
next parade performance on Monday 
22 June. 
Mrs Seneviratne did a magnificent job 
conducting  and  single  handedly  
organising the entire evening.  
 
 

Belinda Evans 
Deputy Principal  

 

MUSIC NOTES 
 

Recently, the Junior Choir       
competed at the Queensland 

Youth Music Awards at Aspley State 
High School, winning an Honourable      
Mention.  The children sang "Beyond 
the Black Stump" and "I am a Small 
Part of the World".   
They behaved like little professionals, 
standing beautifully, showing wonder-
ful expression, self discipline and self 
confidence.   
I have received very positive feedback 
f rom those in  the audience,              
inc luding the fol lowing let ter . 
  

 
To the Principal of Ferny Grove 
State School 
 
Just recently we had the pleasure of 
attending the Junior Choir Competition 
at Aspley State High School, and 
would like to congratulate the children 
for their beautifully presented and well-
behaved performance.   
 

The parents had the children well    
presented in their school uniforms and 
the choir  teacher had us amused and 
extremely proud to be associated with 
Ferny Grove State School.   
Well Done Ferny Grovers . Thankyou 

Ron and Annette Preston 
(Grandparents of Rhylee Dingwall)  

 
  

QUEENSLAND YOUTH MUSIC 
AWARDS 

The Boys' Choir competed on Tuesday 
26 May.  The Intermediate Choir      
performs on Monday 1 June, the    
Senior Choir 3 June. 
  

FANFARE  

Last week these three choirs            
performed at Fanfare , a biennial     
competit ion held by Education     
Queensland.  The Senior Choir         
received a Bronze Award , the Boys' 
Choir  received a certificate  of           
participation, and the Intermediate 
Choir received a Silver .  We're very 
proud of our choral program at Ferny 
Grove State School. 

Naomi Miller 
Music Specialist  

 
DEFENCE NEWS 
 

I am bringing back my awards for Kind 
Hearts and Helping Hands. Each week 
will be assigned to one year level, due 
to my schedule, as the expected rise in 
courses ,  exerc ises ,  p re  and             
deployment activity begin in June.  
I recently  attended a seminar on     
Resilience in Children. This focused on 
the issues relating to defence families 
and children due to service reasons.  
Defence understands the needs of 
families and is ensuring that skills for 
all its support staff are constantly up-
dated.  
I am hoping to begin some of these 
activities with children prior to and    
during the cycle of events planned for 
service personnel in this region.  
If you would like any information on 
these activities (many can also be 
practised at home), please feel free to 
contact me on the address below or 
call me and we can have a chat over a 
cuppa.  
That’s it for this week. Do take care 
and thank you to the families who have 
let me know about spouses leaving for 
courses, exercises and up coming  
deployments. This makes assisting 
your children easier. Until next time,              

Marilyn Young  DSTA 
myoun178@ferngrovss@eq.edu.au 

                 EARLY YEARS NEWS  
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ABSENCE LINE – 3550 5360 – FOR STUDENT ABSENCES  – Phone an y time , Wait for the BEEP, Slowly and clearly state — 
your name + your child’s name + roll class + date of absence + reason for absence. 

 
SCHOOL INFORMATION EVENING 
FOR 2010 ENROLMENTS 
 

Tuesday, 9 June parents of Prep to    
Yr. 7 students commencing at Ferny 
Grove  in 2010 are invited to a Parent 
Information Evening: 6:15 registration 
for 6:30 – 7:00pm school tour.  
 

This will be followed by an introduction 
to our school in the school hall. Please 
let friends and neighbours know of this 
important annual event. 
 

 
 
 
 

IS YOUR HOUSE ENERGY 
SMART? 
I recently registered to have 
my house  audited  through 
the State Governments cli-

mate smart audit. For $50 that is re-
funded, you can register to receive a 
power  monitor,  energy  saving  light 
bulbs, a water efficient shower head 
and a report.  
 

To  book  a  home  audit  visit: 
www.climatesmarthome.com  or  tele-
phone 132 040. 

Paul Cooke 
Deputy Principal 

 

 
 

PREDICTION KEY 
 

The next challenge uses the Prediction 
Key.  
“In 100 years, what will be the most 
popular ‘latest technology’ that you 
could buy?”  

Remember to place your answers into 
the labelled boxes in the library. Entries 
close Thursday, Week 6.      
Winners are announced on parade and 
Early Years Assembly in Week 7. 

 

Early Years winner of the last challenge 
was Blake Kubler.   
Congratulations! 
 
 

 
 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
 

To: Megan Duffy, Alanna Murphy, 
 Ethan Swadling, Declan Smith 
 and Connor Breton on their   
 selection in the North West  
 District Touch Football Team. 
 

IN MEMORY OF  TAMEKA  ABEL  
 

Hailee  Florence  was  once  a        
student  at  Ferny  Grove  State 
School and was also a good friend of 
Tameka Abel. 

When  Tameka  was  very  sick  in         
hospital, Hailee (who has beautiful long 
dark hair) decided to shave it all off to 
raise  money  for  the  leukaemia         
foundation. 

If anyone would like to help Hailee to 
reach  her  goal,  you  can  donate  by 
googling Worlds Greatest Shave , then 
click  sponsor  a  team  and  enter      
’shave 4Tammie’                                                  

Regards 
Jacqui Abel 
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On Tuesday 2 June from 3.00-4.00 pm all classes will be open for parents to view their children’s work and informally 
chat with the teacher and other families. Come and Celebrate — Ask your children for your invitation! 
 

WORLD OF MATHS TIMES and EDUCATION WEEK FESTIVITIES  
 

FRIDAY 29 May (Yrs.3 and 4)    MONDAY 1 June         TUESDAY 2 June        FRIDAY  5 June  

 

9.00-10.00am 4L, 4F           9.00-10.30am         7S, 7K   5E, 5B        Under 8s Morning 
10.00-11.00   3K, 3H             10.30-11.00                       8.50- 10.50 am 
12.00-1.00pm 4K (1/2), 4JM, 3A         12.00-1.00pm          7M, 7H     6O, 6K, 6T (1/2)     
1.50-2.50  4K (1/2), 4S, 3S          1.00-1.3 
               1.50-2.50                 5T, 5CJ         6P, 6R, 6T (1/2)    

      * Meet “Principal for the Day”     * Open Classrooms 
         on Senior Parade 
      * Footsteps Dance Workshop 
 

The cost  for World of Maths for each child is $5. This was not advertised on the Term 2 bulk bill . 
The interactive mathematical investigations will be set up in the hall. 
Parents are more than welcome to come along (at no cost) and enjoy the program with their child/children.  
 A permission form  can be found at the bottom of  this newsletter. 

GOTCHAS:            
 Well Done!  
These children were caught 
‘doing the right thing’   and were        
rewarded with an ice block voucher 
from the tuckshop. 
Lachlan  N 1L ,      Ruby Mc 2C 
Stephanie J 3A,      Sophie 3K 
Laura B 2C,      Ella M.D 1GH 
Madison B 4L,       Kaitlan M 4L 
Kayla D    4JM,        Christie A 4JM 
Maddison C 4S,       Tyler R        4K 

PERMISSION FORM  for WORLD OF MATHS  
 

I give permission for my daughter / son …………………………………………………………...…… in class ………………… 

to attend the WORLD of MATHS at  school on ………………………………………………. 

I enclose payment of $5.00 � . This  activity was not included in the Term 2 bulk bill letter. 

Signed: ………………………………………………………. (Parent / Guardian) 



Statement of Purpose:  Personal Excellence - Supportive School Environment - Quality Teaching and Learning�

 

 
STATIONERY STORE:  

Monday & Friday 8.00 – 9.00 am.    

Charyl Cowles, Convenor 
3550 5359 (0431 265 068) 

 

UNIFORM STORE 

Mon and Fri   8.00 am - 9.00 am 

Christine Thompson, Convenor 
0400 223 818 

 
 

ROAD SAFETY  

With the weather becoming 
cooler and having had such a 
successful Walk to School day, maybe 
it is now time to start thinking of 
walking on a regular basis.  Why not 
set aside one day a week to walk to 
and from school.  Children in the 
upper grades - why not arrange with 
some of your mates who live in the 
same area to walk to and from school.  
W ith ath let ics  carn iva ls  fas t 
approaching what better way to 
improve your fitness.   
Don’t only think about it – act upon it. 

Leanne Reid 
Road Safety Coordinator  

 

 
SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL 
FUNDRAISING AND LOOK 
FABULOUS AS WELL  
 

ProfessioNail Brookside will donate 
10% of total sales to the Ferny Grove 
State School community (parents, 
teachers, students). 

For the school to receive the 10%, all 
you need to do is get a receipt from 
ProfessioNail and place it in the box at 
the tuckshop. 

Thanks for your support. 
 

Julie Randolph-Davis 
PAG Secretary 

TUCKSHOP NEWS  

Deb Cheers, Convenor 
3550 4361 mob 0423 539 846 

 
TRIVIA NIGHT 
 

The Domestic Goddess Team would 
like to thank the PAG for organizing 
and running the Trivia Night.  We all 
had a fantastic time and can’t wait for 
the next function. 

Domestic Goddess Team  
 
 
 
 
TENNIS  COACHING  AT 
FERNY GROVE SCHOOL 
 

Just a reminder that tennis lessons at 
Ferny Grove  School  still  go  ahead 
even if it is wet. Ask your coach where 
your wet weather area is. Temporary 
nets will be set up and coaching will 
continue as normal.  
 
 
 

 
 

RESEARCH: PARENT’S INTEREST 
IN PARENTING PROGRAMS 
 

The Parenting and Family Support 
Centre (PFSC) at the University of 
Queensland are currently looking for 
parents with a child aged 2-10 to 
complete a survey based study and 
watch a short video about Triple P.  
The study is available online at: 
h t t p s : / / e x p . p s y . u q . e d u . a u /
engagement. Alternatively if you 
reside in the Brisbane metropolitan 
area, you can complete the study at 
PFSC by contacting Faye Nitschke  

(faye.nitschke@uqconnect.edu.au or 
Ph: 3365 7307).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CULTURAL COMMUNITY  
 

The Language Department at FGSHS 
is keen to share language and cultural 
opportunities  with  ALL  members  of 
our community.  
To confirm your interest or attendance 
at any of these events please email 
fhudg1@eq.edu.au or call 3550 5804. 
 
 

Thursday  28th  May  at  9am ; 
Indonesian dance and musical cultural 
performance in the Ferny Grove SHS 
Auditorium. Free!  
 

Friday 12th June at 6pm ; “Culture 
Club  Community  Cuisine  Class”  - 
South  African  cuisine.  Cost  $8 
includes lesson and food sampling! 
Wine available.  
 

Saturday  20th  June  at  1.30pm ; 
guided tour of the Antiquities Museum 
at the University of Queensland by Dr 
Sonia Puttock, Director/Curator of the 
Antiquities Museum and Lecturer in 
Classics and Ancient History. Free! 
 

July – date to be set ; Joanne Millar 
will give feedback on her trip to Dr 
Catherine Hamlin’s Fistula Hospital in 
Ethiopia!! Free! 
 
 

 

All items for inclusion in the current Newsflash sh ould be emailed to                                                    
Newsflash@ferngrovss.eq.edu.au    by   3.00 pm  on  Mondays .                                                                       
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P & C NOTICEBOARD — next meeting Wednesday  17 JUNE  
  

Tuckshop – 3550 5361      Uniform Store - 3550 5342          Stationery Store – 3550 5359               OSHC  
Mon-Fri 8.30-12.00 pm     Mon and  Fri  8.00 - 9.00  am       Mon and Fri   8.00 -   9.00 am     Gail 3851 2196              

Date Tuckshop Roster 

Thu 28 May Nicole Wall, Donna Bassett 

Fri 29 May Debbie Beyer, Julie Haslam, 
Katrina Collins 

Mon 1 June Tracy Cock 

Tue 2 June HELP NEEDED 

Wed 3 June Meg Leslie, Lorna Brennan 

Thu 4June Greta Naumann,  HELP 

BRISBANE NORTH CENTRAL and 
WEST  DISTRICTS  PARENT           
EDUCATION CENTRE 
 

Referrals for the 2009 Management of 
Young Children Program( 21/2 - 7 yrs.), 
Program for Positive Parenting and  
FaB  4Kids  Parent  Program  are      
being taken at this time.  
 

It  is  suggested that  involvement  in 
these programs be initiated by parents 
on  advice  from  school  personnel.     
Parents are required to contact the  
centre: 3355 9202 to be placed on the 
waiting lists or make enquiries.  
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Thu 28 May �� Yr.6 Family Planning 

Fri 29 May �� 8.45 am Early Years Assembly 
�� Yrs. 3, 4  World of Maths 

Mon 1 June �� 8.45am Senior Parade 
�� 9.15 am IMPS Mtg. 
�� “Footsteps” Dance Workshops 
�� Yrs. 5,6,7 World of Maths 
�� 6.30 pm QYMA Yr. 4/5 Choir 
�� EDUCATION WEEK 
�� UNDER 8s WEEK  
�� World of Maths 

Tue 2 June �� Regional Cross Country 
�� Yrs. 5,6,7 World of Maths 
�� Open Classrooms 3.00-4.00 pm 
�� Yr.5 Family Planning 

Wed 3 June �� 7.30 pm QYMA Senior Choir 


