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TRIENNIAL SCHOOL REVIEW
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* We were pleased to welcome the Executive Director for Schools, Brisbane North, Mr Tom
# Robertson and two of his senior officers to Ferny Grove for certification of the TSR. The school
i representatives, who met with the district team, consisted of Deputies, Belinda Evans and Paul
% Cooke, PAG Chair and secretary of the P & C, Allison Exley, Teacher/librarian, Patti Donnet,
# Admin assistant, Judy Shields, Head of Curriculum, Wendy Read and myself. All were on
i various groups responsible for coordinating the review.

*

iThe result was very positive with some comments and questions from our visitors giving our
g team the opportunity to reflect on ways to further improve our school. All the improvements were §
#« centred on providing greater opportunities for students in the ‘four pillars’: Academic, Social, «
i Physical, Cultural. While Ferny Grove students have produced good results and the opinion
i surveys are positive, the strategic plan will provide direction and targets for further improvement.
# My philosophy is that you either go forward or you'll go back because, if you stand still, the
i world moves on without you.
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i An interesting question towards the end of the session for us to respond to was: “What are the
i rocks that we build on’? While there were many, | believe that we could have nhamed many more
% than we could think of at the time.

i We came up with an extensive list including:
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* a committed, hard-working, skilled staff
* supportive parents and
* students willing to learn.
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i Paul acted as scribe as well as fully participating during the approximately two-hour session. i
# He, with the assistance of Wendy, has composed a “School Report’ card which was shared with «
i teachers at a staff meeting and which will be shared with other staff and parents. It is interesting i

* reading.
Ind g
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SHARED LEADERSHIP AND DECISION
MAKING

One of the ‘rocks’ identified in the certification
session of our Triennial School 2006 — 08
Review and Strategic Plan 2009 — 2011 was
the shared leadership and shared responsibility
evident in this school. It was highlighted by the
review and school teams as one of the major
strengths which assisted greatly in the
opportunity for students and the results
obtained. It is an area where this school is
different from many others.

It is the reason that there is such a variety of
activities that extend and consolidate the
program. There are many school ‘leaders’
which range from chairing the major Focus
Groups, where many decisions about school
programs are taken, to one-off events. This is
successful because of the skills and
willingness of staff to take on these tasks.

There are also decisions where the whole or
teaching staff have an equal input. These are
the ones where a sector has an ‘on ground’
knowledge and where the decision has the
greatest effect. There are often differing

opinions before a position is formed.

I can allow staff to have this responsibility when
it is within regulations. It will be an area where
I'm unsure of the best solution. | have an equal
input and don’t expect my views to be the only
ones considered. It also means that | am
committed to supporting the decision even if |
hadn't fully agreed with it, as | trust my staff to
produce the best solutions.

This is not a matter | consider lightly and | make
sure the staff is well aware of the decisions
where input is invited. Sometimes | consult and
sometimes | don't.

However, | don't over rule a staff ‘vote’ if | allow
it to happen. | believe that we have a better
school because of this shared leadership.

The decision on the lunch breaks is one in this
category. It was my decision to trial the change
but | allowed the staff to decide to maintain it or
revert back. The majority of the staff felt that it
was better for the students. The current breaks
will continue as | mentioned in the previous
Newsflash. It will be reviewed again at the end
of the term as there is a variety of opinions
among parents and not unanimous support from
staff members.
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INFORMATION LINE- 3550 5350 — Call 24 hours a day for updates — school sport, camps,

M excursions, sport and other event cancellations, sp

ort venues, bus times

EARLY YEARS NEWS

HARMONY DAY AT SCHOOL

This Friday we will be celebrating the
different cultural backgrounds of
students and parents at Ferny Grove
State School. At our Early Years
Assembly on Friday there will be a
range of special guests to share
aspects of their cultural background
with students. .
Thank you in advance to
Mrs Rose Abundo and Mrs .-
Anne Low for coordinating
events for this special
celebration.

I wonder how many different cultures
are represented across our school’s
student body?
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DATE CLAIMER
EASTER HAT PARADE

Parents and friends of
Prep to Year 2 students
are invited to come to our
school hall for 12:00 on the
last day of this school term.

Please mark 12:00 Thursday, 9 April

in your diaries.

ELECTION DAY STALL é
and SAUSAGE SIZZLE

This Saturday members of the Parent
Activity Group are coordinating a cake
stall and sausage sizzle. If you can
bake and are willing to donate items
please see posters and contact Fiona
Deegan: 0419 690 996

If you can assist on the day between

7:30 am and 2:00pm please contact
Allison Exley: 0419 690 996
8.30pm to 9.30pm, on

N
‘:w/i g g
Saturday 28 March the

whole of Australia is being asked to
‘flick the switch’ for Earth Hour.

Earth Hour, the World Wildlife Fund’s
global environmental initiative, aims to
raise awareness of the climate change
issue and makes it possible for
individuals to take action and reduce
greenhouse emissions. It is a global
call to action to every individual, every
business and every community — a call
to stand up, to take responsibility and
to get involved in working towards a
sustainable future.

FLICK THE SWITCH
FOR EARTH HOUR

ARE YOU TAKING
PART?
For one hour, from

.

I

All households are encouraged to
participate by switching out their lights
and turning off non-essential electrical
appliances. It is important to register
your participation on the Earth Hour
website in order to make your action
count.

For more information on how to
register and how to participate visit
www.earthhour.org/

Its a fantastic way to support your
child’s creative development and also
gain a special keepsake.

DISTRICT LITERACY TRAINING
FOR TEACHERS

This week Mrs Lyons, Mrs Kilshaw,
Mrs Boyce, Mrs Edds, Mrs Begg,
Mr Thorpe, Mrs Evans, Mrs Read,
Mr Rainbow, Mrs Miller, Mrs Guerra
and Mrs Barralet will attend training.

Paul Cooke

Deputy Principal
CHAPLAINCY NEWS

The tension is mounting in the @

3rd week of our courtyard games
"Twister Competition." It is a test of
strength, endurance and flexibility. |
have seen children move in ways that
I'm sure they don't do everyday, but
none the less it is full of fun and
laughter.

The countdown has begun to Year 5
and Year 6 camps. There is a lot of
enthusiasm being generated as we
discuss camp this year. | look forward
to spending both challenging and
exciting times with the students as we
venture into a new place.

Just a reminder that | have a letter box
hanging out my window in K block for
any students to share any of their
concerns or wanting any information.

Angela Gardener, Chaplain
35505363 or
agard76@hotmail.com
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DEFENCE NEWS

A very big thank you to all

the families who attended

the afternoon tea last

week. It was so nice to see you.
Special thanks to Kylie Greber who
helped prepare the food. Over the
past few weeks, Jenny Fawkes has
passed on old magazines to distribute
among the classes. On behalf of the
teachers and staff, thank you. They
are useful resources for the class-
rooms.

| still have the ribbon bar, that was
found in the playground. Could you
ask around to see if anyone you know
is missing one.

Anzac Day is approaching fast.
Information about this day will follow. If
you haven't returned your information
questionnaire for regular tri service or
reserve, could you please let me know
if your child would like to be part of our
memorial day commemorations.

We would love to see all of our
defence children being part of this
very special day. Take care, until next
week.
Marilyn Young
Defence School Transition Aide
myounl78@eg.edu.au

RESOURCE CENTRE NEWS

Another very successful Book Fair!
Thank you to all the families who
have supported us.

Happy reading
Patti Donnet

DATE CLAIMERS: The National
Assessment Program in Literacy &
Numeracy (NAPLAN)

The National Assessment Program
Literacy & Numeracy will involve all
Year 3, 5 and 7 students across
Australia. Students will participate in
assessment tasks on 12, 13, 14 May.
Please endeavour to plan for your
child to be at school on these days.
Information for parents can be
accessed: http://www.naplan.edu.au/
parents/parents.html

Information is also available on the
Queensland Studies Authority web-
site: www.gsa.gld.edu.au
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H ABSENCE LINE — 3550 5360 — FOR STUDENT ABSENCES - Phone an ytime , Wait for the BEEP, Slowly and clearly state @~ — §

i your name + your child’s name + roll class + date of absence + reason for absence.

LEARNING ABOUT LENGTH AND

FERNY GROVE TENNIS

MEASUREMENT

From an early age,
your child is taught
about length and
measurement in the
classroom. You can
share experiences in
your home to help
improve their numeracy skills. Explain
to your child that the length of some-
thing is the distance between two
points.

You and your child can measure the
length of objects using different items
as measuring units e.g. hands, fingers,
feet, straws, paperclips, ice cream
sticks or even pencils. Here are a few
ways you can explore length with your
child:

* During daily activities, take the
opportunity to ask your child to com-
pare lengths of different objects, or
line up objects, such as shoes, from
longest to shortest

* Remember to keep asking questions
using language such as ‘which
object is shorter, longer, lower, wider
or thicker ?’

* Encourage your child to compare the
heights of people in your family or
objects in your home. You and your
child could create a height chart and
record the height of visitors and
friends and discuss your findings

* Provide plenty of experiences and
opportunities for your child to
estimate length and get them to
verify their estimations

* As your child learns about metres
and other standard units of
measuring such as centimetres, you
can encourage discussion on
estimating the lengths of various
objects.

If you would like more information to
assist your child in understanding
length and measurement as well as
improving his/her literacy and numeracy
skills, visit www.education.gld.gov.au/
parents/map/

Tammara has all of the

children rapidly improving their

skills and moving through all

tennis shots confidently — fantastic
forehands, terrific backhands and net
play with their volleys and smashes!
This week we did more serve and
return, with all the classes showing
great understanding and success.

The Player of the Week award is going
to be presented on Assembly, so don't
forget to put in a brilliant effort each
week and improve more rapidly as a
result!

The prize winners will be  announced
soon so look out for the Ferny Team at
your school!

What a pleasure to see all of the
children so keen and putting their
racquet in it's cover at the end of every
class. They receive a sticker for their
efforts!

The racquet covers look great, and the
collection of all of the stickers on the
covers, shows how good they are at
looking after their tennis racquet!!

Keep up the great work kids - See you
GOTCHAS:

at the tennis courts!!!
fj%»
Well Done!

These children were caught ‘doing
the right thing’ and are rewarded
with an ice block voucher from the

CLASSROOM NOTICES %

CPR Letters, telephone trees
Yr. 1T, 1L Teddy Bear notes
Yr.4K,4S,4JM Harmony Day
TTYA 09 nominated students

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM :

This is for those who are presently in
Year 3 (or other year levels, Iif
appropriate) who have been baptised
as members of the Catholic Church,
and have celebrated the sacrament of
Reconciliation.

You will soon be able to prepare for the
Sacraments of Confirmation and First
Eucharist (Communion).

1ST INFO PARENT NIGHT:
(CONFIRMATION)

21 April at 7pm St John the Baptist
ENOGGERA

23 April at 7pm St Columba’s
WILSTON

2ND INFO PARENT NIGHT:
(EUCHARIST)

12 May at 7pm St John the Baptist
ENOGGERA

14 May at 7pm St Columba’s
WILSTON

CELELBRATIONS MASSES :
(PENTECOST)
30 May Saturday 6pm WILSTON

31 May Sunday 8am ENOGGERA
(TRINITY SUNDAY)

tuckshop.
Mikala S 2T 7 June Sunday 9.30am WILSTON
(CORPUS CHRISTI)
14 June Sunday 9.30am WILSTON
Thu 19 Mar Yr.2 Restaurant 1.00 pm $$$ MONEY BOX PAYMENTS $$$
TUES, WED & THURS ONLY
Fri 20 Mar Harmony Day Class and Date of | Cost | Latest
Yr.2 Restaurant 1.00 pm Activity Activity date to
Early Years Assembly pay
Mon 23 Mar Senior Parade ICT Contribution $35.00
ART Contribution $10.00
R. E. Contribution $3.00
Tue 24 Mar Yr. 3 Cool Companions Prep Easter Bilby | 25,26 Mar | $17.00 | 19 Mar
Yr.3 Cool Comp. 24 Mar | $6.00 |19 Mar
Yr.4 Mt. Coot- tha | Mar/Apr | $6.00 | ASAP
Wed 25 Mar | Yr.5 Camp Yr.5 Camp 25 Mar | $175 [O'DUE
Prep—Easter Bilby Yr.6 Camp 6 April | $265 |26 Mar
Yr.7 Planetarium 8 Apr $235 |2 April

Would you like your Newsflash delivered using 21st
Email your request to Newsflash@ferngrovss.eq.edu.
Please include the name and class of the eld

Century technology?

est child in your family.

au
e.g. Susan Allen 4A
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All items for inclusion in
Newsflash@ferngrovss.eq.edu.au

the current
by 3.00 pm_on Mondays .

Newsflash  sh

ould be

emailed to

PARENT
ACTIVITY GROUP

2009 ELECTION
PAG is holding a

=l
sausage sizzle and
i@ cake stall in front of

“

4 the hall on Election

Day, Saturday, 21 March 2009.
If you are a chef extraordinaire we
would love your fresh home baked
cakes, cookies and cup cakes.
Please label them with ingredients
and the cakes name and deliver them
to the Hall canteen on Friday, 20th
March between 8.00am and 9.00am
or in the afternoon between 2.30pm
and 3.30pm.
If you can help us on Saturday with a
little of your time that would be greatly
appreciated also.

For further information please call

Allison Exley on 0423 662 997 or
Fiona Deegan on 0419 690 996

’(I \Q

=22 MOTHER'S DAY
&F l[lu STALL DONATIONS
Q] &N
We need your help! To
help keep the cost of items down, we
are seeking donations of the following
items from each year level:

Prep Individually wrapped chocs.
or wrapped lollies

Yearl Bound A5 notebooks
(pref hardcover) or small
spiral bound notebooks

Year 2  Nice pens, gel pens

Year 3  Post-it notes

Year 4  Potpourri

Year5 Clear glass votive candle
holder

Year 6  Individually wrapped coffee
or teabags (e.g. Twinings)

Year7  Coffee mugs

We are also seeking empty baby food
jars, scrap booking or vellum paper
(sheets or off-cuts) or card stock,
ribbons and embellishments of any
kind.

Please bring any donations to the
tuckshop as soon as you can. All
donations will be greatly appreciated.

Once we have enough items, craft kits
with be prepared and these can be
taken home to assemble by those
interested. Keep an eye out in the
newsletter for details.

P & C NOTICEBOARD — next meeting Wednesday 18 MARCH
Uniform Store - 3550 5342

Tuckshop — 3550 5361

Mon-Fri 8.30-12.00 pm  Mon and Fri 8.00-9.00 am

ANNUAL TRIVIA NIGHT

After the raging success of
the 2008 Trivia Night we
have decided to hold it
again this year on 23 May, 2009.
Tickets will be available for sale prior
to the night. Start organising your
team.
We are currently taking suggestions
for a theme for the night. Please
contact Allison if you have any
suggestions on how we can improve
on last year’s night.

Allison Exley 0423 662 997

TUCKSHOP REMINDER
Hot Cross Bun order forms are due
back tomorrow, Thursday 19 March.

Date Tuckshop Roster

Thu 19 Mar | Cheryl Boyd

Fri 20 Mar | Shirabdi Gordon, Kellee

Gyles, HELP NEEDED

Mon 23 Mar | Tracey Cock

Tue 24 Mar | HELP NEEDED

Wed 25 Mar | Nicole Wall, Donna Bassett

Thu 26 Mar | Nicole Wall, Donna Bassett

STATIONERY STORE:

OPENING HOURS:

Monday and Friday 8 — 9 am.
Authorised TAX RECEIPTS now
available for collection.

Charyl Cowles, Convenor
3550 5359 (0431 265 068)
UNIFORM STORE

Mon and Fri 8.00 am -9.00 am
Yr.7 Polo shirts have been delivered.

Please Note:
DO NOT IRON THE
PRINTED SURFACES %
Back in stock:
* Striped shirts, sizes 6 and 10
* Polos, sizes 6, 8,10
* Rugby shorts, sizes 8,10,12
* Skorts, sizes 6 and 8
* Bucket hat, medium

Christine Thompson, Convenor
0400 223 818

Mon and Fri

Stationery Store — 3550 5359
8.00 -

VACANCY
SCHOOL CROSSING
SUPERVISOR

A casual position exists for a School
Crossing Supervisor at Ferny Grove
State School.

Remuneration $21.33 per hour
1.5 hours per day on a roster

system
2 - 5 days per week currently
available

Application packs available from the
school office .
Applications close:

27 March 2009 - 3.00 pm
Applications to be returned to:
Business Services Manager

Ferny Grove State School

"BLANKET PARTY" &)
To be held at Cedar Creek
Community Hall, Cedar Creek

Road, Upper Kedron on Sunday 29th
March 2009 between 2pm - 5pm.
Donations of unwanted/new blankets
to go to Salvation Army's Brisbhane
Outreach Centre. They are in
desperate need of blankets to help
keep those less fortunate than
ourselves warm this winter.

"We can change the world one act of
kindness at a time."

OPEN REHEARSAL INVITATION

Birralee
Rehearsal
When: 2.30 - 3.45pm
Sat. 21 Mar

Where: 32 - 54 Hayward St. Stafford

Singers Open

SUPPORT GLOBAL 4, —xi o
MARKET DAY :
Fair trade gifts including

t-shirts, coffee, textiles toys and

stationery. Experience African food
and Aboriginal dance. Sponsor a
child, stand against human trafficking,
and sustain fair trade practices. Food,
drinks and entertainment available.

FRIDAY MARCH 20TH,
Arana Hills Church of Christ

7.30 pm

OSHC
9.00 am Gail 3851 2196
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