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SCHOOL CAMPS 
 

Our Year 6 students have just returned from a wonderful experience of a camp on Moreton 
Island. Teachers have told me how pleased they are with all the students’ behaviour and the 
way they participated. From the day I spent with them I can only agree. 
 

Next year, this camp with the Year 5 and Year 7camps will be held in Term 1 as in previous 
years. The oil spill caused the change this year. 
 

The estimated costs of extra curricular activities including camps will be included in the 2010 
Parent Information Kit as normal. The camps are the singular most costly activity. Mr Kirby is 
drafting a letter with details for parents of students currently in Years 4 to 6. This is to give 
parents a longer period to plan a budget.  
 

The costs of the camps in 2009 were: Year 5  $175; Year 6  $265; Year 7  $235 
Camps are not compulsory and are additional to the school program. They are a major cost for 
parents with school total for the three this year being around $75 000. It is interesting to 
compare this with the school’s General Grant which is just over $90 000. This covers the major 
costs of running the school including the office, grounds and library and classroom resources. 
Without parental support, these camps and many more activities would not happen. From 
talking with the Year 6 students I believe that they appreciate their parent’s generosity. Camps 
will happen if this support continues. 
 

BULK BILL TERM 4  
 

Parents will have received the Term 4 Bulk Bill letter. It is for the convenience of parents. I 
encourage parents to consider paying in this way if possible as it ensures that a student doesn’t 
miss out if a payment is forgotten. Bookings for activities are made using the number confirmed. 
Late payments cannot be accepted. Anyone having any financial difficulties, or if student is 
away, are to contact the child’s teacher prior to the deadline. Every effort will be made to assist. 
 

DRIVING IN SCHOOL GROUNDS 
 
 

It is not possible to allow parents to drop off and pick up children from the school car parks, due 
to the fact there are over 850 students. If it is ‘okay’ for one it is the same for everyone else. 
There are a few exceptions as I give approval for particular reasons. Some are short term and 
may be because a child has an injury. Others may be longer due to a major need.  
 

Every additional car entering the grounds increases the risk of injury to our students particularly 
if  it is after 8am or before 4.00pm. This is when more students are at school. General 
permission is given to parents to use the Archdale entrance, when picking up and dropping 
students from OSHC if it is prior to 7.45am and after 4.00pm . 
  

The gates have clear signage and it is illegal to enter if approval is not given. Action will be 
taken with non complaint drivers and being pressed for time won’t be an acceptable reason. 
This will be minor compared to the result if a child is injured either directly or indirectly due to a 
driver flaunting the law.  I ask all parents to comply . 
 

‘CONGRATS’  
 

To:  Declan Smith who has been selected to represent Metropolitan North 
  District playing cricket. Congratulations Declan! 
 

CHAPLAIN COMMISSIONING and STUDENT OF THE MONTH PRE SENTATION 
 

Sarah Millard proudly 
accepted her 

commission as 
Chaplain at Ferny 

Grove State School. 
 
 
 
 

Student of the Month 
awardees with Mr. 
Starkey and Sarah, 

receiving their 
certificates. 

 

  
 
Prep K - Rhys G;  1L - Alex P;  2C - Tamieka F;  3H -Haylee G;  4S - Jeremy F; 
5T - Axel S;   6P - Bailey M;  7M - Kealy S. 
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INFORMATION  LINE– 3550 5350 – Call 24 hours a day for updates  – school  sport, camps, 
excursions, sport and other event cancellations, sp ort venues, bus times 

Would you like your Newsflash delivered using  21st  Century technology?  
Email your request to  Newsflash@ferngrovss.eq.edu. au       

       Please include the name and class of the eld est child in your family.   e.g. Susan Allen   4A              

               EARLY YEARS NEWS  
   
 

Looking Ahead 
Fri, 16 Oct   Year 3 Raw Art 
Wed, 21 Oct  
Year 1 excursion to GOMA & Museum 

 
ARBOR DAY  
At the time of writing Mr 
Starkey and I have just 
had the pleasure of  

joining 1L , 1T & 5T students to plant 
trees for Arbor Day. The students 
donned their gloves, spooned out their 
pellets to fertilise the plant roots and 
then experienced removing the      
saplings from their pots to plant them.  
 

Planning for today commenced some 
time ago. Thank you to our facilities 
Officer John Church for ordering and 
collecting the plants from the Brisbane 
City Council and for preparing the 150 
holes for trees that were planted 
across the school today. This is part of  
a Council effort to plant over 2 million 
trees across Brisbane. 
 

Thank you to pre-service teachers  
Rebecca Patten and Jody Brunjes for 
your professional research and sharing 
of poems, song & information with 
teachers. Your time and initiative     
assisted many teacher colleagues in 
delivering key messages about Arbor 
Day. 
 

Time permitting our local member and 
Minister For Education Geoff Wilson 
may be dropping in this afternoon to 
plant a tree with some students. 
 

Paul Cooke 
Deputy Principal  

 
 

 
 
 

COMMISSIONING  
OF SCHOOL CHAPLAIN  
 

At  this  week’s  Assembly  our  new 
Chaplain, Sarah Millard was officially 
commissioned  at  a  ceremony          
conducted by Mrs Thompson from The 
Scripture Union and our own School 
Captains.  
 
 

Sarah was supported by members of 
her family, friends, R. I. Teachers, and  
representatives  from  the  Arana 
Leagues Club as ongoing supporters 
of the Chaplaincy Program.   
 
 

We are lucky to have Sarah at our 
school and look forward to a long and 
rewarding  association  between  her 
and our school community. 
 

MUSIC FEST  
  

Some of  our  music  ensembles  are 
busy  preparing  for  upcoming            
performances. The Senior Strings are 
performing on Saturday 17 October 
and the Senior and Junior Bands 
have performances on the 26 and 27 
October  respectively. 
 

We  wish  them  well  with  these          
performances.  
 

Gary Kirby 
Acting Deputy Principal  

  
 
IF LEAVING FERNY GROVE IN 2010 
( PREP  - YEAR 6) 
�

Please advise the school office staff by 
telephoning 3550-5333.  
This information will assist us in      
effectively organising classes for 2010. 
Your advice by 30 October  will be 
appreciated��
�
STUDENT INFORMATION TO       
ASSIST CLASS PLACEMENTS FOR 
2010 
If you would like to share some       
specific information regarding your 
child to assist us in making class 
placement for 2010, a form can be    
collected from the school office. 
Please do not assume that all          
information you may have shared in 
previous years will be remembered. 
Please do not ask for specific teachers 
as there is no guarantee that they will 
be teaching the year level next year. 
This form must be returned to the 
school office by Friday, 30 October. 
 
SWIMMING IN TERM 4 
Swimming  is  at  Grovely  SS  pool. 
Years 1 &  2 lessons are on Mondays. 
Preps & Year 4s are on Wednesdays. 
Please assist your child to bring each 
week: togs, sun safe shirt, towel, bath-
ing cap (available from Uniform Store) 
and sunscreen. 
 

Please put your child’s name on all 
items  taken to  swimming,  including 
underwear,  socks & school  uniform.  
This helps staff find owners of “lost” 
clothing. 

CLASS  PARENT  REPS 
MEETING 
Please  forward  agenda 

items to Paul  Cooke by Friday,  16  
October. The next CPR meeting is to 
be held on Wednesday, 21 October at 
2pm. 
 

WORLD TEACHERS DAY:  
FRIDAY, 30 OCTOBER 
 

On Friday, 30 October in Queensland 
we celebrate World Teacher’s Day. 
Teachers do matter and make a differ-
ence in the lives of students. I invite 
you to celebrate teachers’ efforts, 
achievements, talents, commitment, 
dedication, inspiration and the efforts 
they make to help your children. 
Some links are: 
http:www.globaleducation.edna.edu.au
/globaled/noticeboards?
nbpath=4882,723852 
http://www.trb.tas.gov.au/WTD09.htm  
http://trb.tas.gov.au/Governor-
General%20message_WTD_2008.pdf  
 

 

Paul Cooke 
Deputy Principal 

 
DEFENCE NEWS 
 

Hello, from Danya McMahon the new 
P-3 Defence Transition Aide. I will be 
at  Ferny  Grove  on  Tuesday,      
Wednesday and Thursdays. 
I look forward to meeting all of  the  
Defence children  and would love it if 
you popped in for popcorn and a chat 
Tuesday 20th  at  lunch time in the    
library courtyard .  
 

I also look forward to meeting all the 
Defence parents  and will be holding 
an afternoon tea at the tuckshop un-
dercover area on Tuesday 20th from 
2.00 - 2.45pm. 
 

I will be available from 8.15 - 8.30 am 
Wednesdays and Thursdays  in front 
of the Tuckshop undercover area.  
Look forward to seeing you all. 
 

Danya McMahon 
D.S.T.A 
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CLASSROOM NOTICES 
 

 

�� Parent Calendar 
�� Sports Contracts 

 

 

ABSENCE LINE – 3550 5360 – FOR STUDENT ABSENCES  – Phone an y time , Wait for the BEEP, Slowly and clearly state — 
your name + your child’s name + roll class + date of absence + reason for absence. 

 
 

 
FERNY HILLS TENNIS 
COACHING 
 

Hello and welcome back to a 
new  term  of  tennis  coaching  on 
Wednesday   mornings. It’s great to see 
so many   familiar faces and some new 
ones. There are still some places avail-
able but don’t delay as places are filling 
up fast. To book please call the Pro 
Shop on 3851 0444. 
 
 
 
 
 

ROAD SAFETY 
 

Welcome back to term 4.   
Thank you to all the parents and 

caregivers who read and take note of 
what is included in this column.  
 

Sorry to begin the term with a grumble 
but it is very disappointing to have to 
revisit  the same grievances over and 
over again.  One thing in particular is 
those parents who park in the driveways 
of properties in close proximity to the 
school.   
 

Put yourselves in  the position of  the 
homeowner and reflect on how annoyed 
you would be if you were parked in at 
your own home. If this continues home 
owners who ring school with a complaint 
will be advised to  contact the police. 
 

Secondly, parking in the Finvoy Street 
bus stop at the conclusion of school is 
clearly  signposted  as  being  illegal. 
Please cease from this practice as you 
seriously  inconvenience  any  buses    
returning from excursions or in particular 
interschool sport on Friday afternoons, 
when there can be up to 3 or 4 buses 
returning at the one time.  
 

If your child is not at the drop-off zone 
drive around the block or arrive a little 
later.    
 

Many  thanks  for  your  anticipated        
co-operation. 

Leanne Reid 
Road Safety coordinator 

lreid37@eq.edu.au 
 
 
 

 
 

 

�
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'What if there were no teachers?'   
Write/draw as many responses to this      
question as you can.   

Don't forget to be creative! 
 

Entries close  Thursday, 22 Oct.  
 
SUN SAFETY 

 

Just a reminder that as we 
are a sunsafe school it is 
important that all children 
have a broad brimmed hat to wear at 
school. 
 

Baseball caps are not a suitable        
alternative. 
 

This is an important safety issue for our 
students. 
 

Without a hat they are not allowed to be 
in the playground during 1st break. 

Gary Kirby 
Acting Deputy Principal 

 

GOTCHAS:            
 Well Done!  
These children were caught 
‘doing the right thing’   and 
were rewarded with an ice block 
voucher from the tuckshop. 
 

�� Nick D  3K 
�� Ryan  2T 
�� Kye G  2C 
�� Jessie Z  2H 
�� Katelyn D  1GH 
�� Stefany G  1GH 
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Wed 14 Oct �� 7.00 pm –OSHC Mtg. 
�� 7.00 pm Yr.7 Debating 

Fri 16 Oct �� No Early Years Assembly 
�� Yr.3 Raw Art 

Mon 19 Oct �� STUDENT FREE DAY 

Tue 20 Oct �� SCHOOL RECOMMENCES 

Thu 22 Oct �� 5T Parliament House 

Fri 23 Oct �� 8.45 am Early Years           
Assembly 

�� Yr. 4 Raw Art 

Wed 21 Oct �� Yr.1 Museum and GOMA 
�� 5B Parliament House 
�� 2.00 pm CPRs Mtg. 
�� 7.30 pm P & C  Mtg. 

ARBOR  DAY  TREE  PLANTING BY YEARS 1, 2, 3 and YEA R 5s 
  
 
On Tuesday 13 October Mr. Geoff 
Wilson the Minister for Education 
joined the Years 1, 2, 3 and 5 in 
planting 150 trees around our 
school. 
  
 
These plants were to commemorate  
ARB0R day which is an annual 
event that aims to plant thousands 
of trees around our community.  
 
     
 These trees will grow with the students as they       
 progress through the rest of their school years. 

FOUND: 
Children’s glasses left 
in the toilet block. Blue metallic, 
rectangular shaped frame.          
Black cord. “Garfield” brand . 
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STATIONERY STORE:  

OPENING HOURS: 
   

Monday & Friday 8 – 9 am.  
Open Tuesday 20 in lieu of the 
Monday 19 Oct, pupil free day.  LAY-
BY is now available for 2010 Booklist 
requirements.    A REQUEST FOR 
HELP form has been sent home 
today.  Your help during the times 
listed would be greatly appreciated.  
Please return the forms to the 
Stationery Store or Office so that a 
roster can be prepared.       

Charyl Cowles, Convenor  
3550 5359 (0431 265 068) 

 
 

UNIFORM STORE 

Mon and Fri   8.00 am - 9.00 am 

Christine Thompson, Convenor 
0400 223 818 

�
�

WAREHOUSE SHOPPING TOUR 
Thank You!    
What a great day we had on 
Saturday.   We managed to find some 
amazing bargains, and quite a wide 
range of products – and what a blast 
we had along the way – an altogether 
successful day for both the shoppers 
and the school.                                                                                                                                
Thank you to everyone who attended, 
and especially to those who helped 
out before and during the day.  Every 
effort you expend is another cent we 
are able to raise for our fantastic 
school.                    
We hope you all enjoyed yourselves, 
and we look forward to seeing you on 
next years’ tour – start saving your 
pennies now.                   
 We would also appreciate any 
feedback you have – good and bad.  
Please either email or phone Simone 
on the details below. Thanks again!                            

Simone and Allison,  
& PAG Committee                                                                        

 

SHOPPING TOUR 
 

Thanks to the PAG group. Another 
great day, due to the wonderful 
organisation and commitment of the 
team. Wallets – lighter, bags — full, 
and a lot of fun along the way. 

Happy Shoppers!  
 
Thanks PAG for again organizing a 
fantastic Bus Shopping Tour.  We had 
a wonderful day.  Can’t wait for next 
year. 

Thanks from the Pink Team 

 

OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS 
CARE COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

Wednesday, 14th Oct 2009 
 7.00 pm 

 

All parents and carers are welcome 
and encouraged to attend the next 
OSHC Committee Meeting to be 
held on 14 October.  
Please advise of any agenda items 
that you may wish to be discussed 
prior to the meeting to ensure they are 
on the agenda. 
Your contribution and participation 
may be of benefit to your child/ren and 
others.   
Lets work together and make it count. 

                     OSHC Committee 
 

FERNY GROVE STATE 
HIGH SCHOOL 

 

    UNIFORM FIT OUTS    
 YEAR 8, 2010 

 

Save time be organized,  avoid 
queuing in DECEMBER / JANUARY 
 

Phone Melissa or Christine NOW on 
3550 5792 to make an appointment:- 
 

Monday to Wednesday  
12 October to 20 November 

 9.15am to 12.15pm 
 

You must bring your child with you 
to the allocated appointment. 
Allow 30 minutes for the appointment.  
Uniform items will be purchased at the 
time of the appointment. 
 

A PRIORITY LINE will be allocated 
during the January sales period for 
you to exchange, if necessary, any 
i tems purchased in October/
November. 
 
 

HOCKEY  FAMILY  NEEDED!  
 

Jakob  is  a  15-year-old  boy  from 
Germany who is coming to Australia in 
January 2010 for a high school year at 
Ferny Grove State High School.  He is 
a keen hockey player, hoping to play 
professionally one day. 
   

We  are  now  looking  for  a  caring 
homestay family who could give him 
the opportunity to continue his interest 
in hockey.   
Our requirements are a single, fully-
furnished  bedroom,  all  meals  and 
internet  access  provided,  and easy 
access  to  Ferny Grove State  High 
School. 
 

In  return,  homestay  families  will 
receive a weekly payment of $230  
to cover their expenses. 
 

If you are interested in hosting Jakob, 
please contact 
Gabi Simon , Homestay Co-ordinator 
3550 5819 or 0448 685 915 (mobile) 
e-mail  gsimo15@eq.edu.au  
 
 
 
 

 

THE NEXT FETE 
MEETING DATE 
IS LOCKED IN -   

 
 
 

FRIDAY 16 OCTOBER!  
 

Bring the whole family and some 
snags to throw on the BBQ at 6:00pm 
in the school Hall.  
We’ll provide the bread &  butter… 
Around 7:00pm we’ll put on a great 
DVD for the kids while we get our 
meeting underway.  
Bring your ideas and enthusiasm . 

Everybody Welcome!!!  
 
 

"Kids Triathlon Clinic"  
Learn how to do a Triathlon  

�� Sat 24th Oct 09- 3pm to 5pm 
 

"Samford Kids Triathlon Series"  
�� 1st race - Sat 7th Nov 09  

 

Call 0423 198 313 or  
Email: info@be-energetic.com.au  
 
 
�
�

All items for inclusion in the current Newsflash sh ould be emailed to                                                    
Newsflash@ferngrovss.eq.edu.au    by   3.00 pm  on  Mondays .                                                                       

P & C NOTICEBOARD  -  Next meeting  Wednesday 21 October  

Tuckshop – 3550 5361      Uniform Store - 3550 5342          Stationery Store – 3550 5359               OSHC  
Mon-Fri 8.30-12.00 pm     Mon and  Fri  8.00 - 9.00  am       Mon and Fri   8.00 -   9.00 am     Gail 3851 2196              

Date Tuckshop Roster 

Thu 15 Oct Kym Morrison, HELP NEEDED  

Fri 16 Oct Debbie Beyer, Katrina Collins 

Mon 19 Oct STUDENT FREE DAY 

Tue 20 Oct Chrystal Walters, HELP NEEDED  

Wed 21 Oct Meg Leslie, Lorna Brennan 

Thu 22 Oct Greta Naumann, HELP NEEDED 

Fri 23 Oct Debbie Beyer, Aunty Anne 
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