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ARRANGEMENTS FOR TEACHER STRIKE — TUESDAY 19 MAY  
 

I wish to inform all parents and carers that the Queensland Teachers' Union announced on 
Monday 11 May that a statewide, 24-hour strike will take place in Queensland state schools on 
Tuesday 19 May. 
This affects our school because some teachers are likely to take part in this industrial action, 
along with their colleagues across the state. 
I want to assure our school community that despite the strike, which runs all day on Tuesday 19 
May, our school will be open to students on this day. 
We will put in place special supervisory arrangements during the normal school hours on 
Tuesday 19 May to ensure the safety of all students, as this is our highest priority. It is likely that 
regular classroom activity will be disrupted. 
Strike action is being taken in pursuit of a new salary package for teachers. 
 

At this time, I believe most, if not all, teachers will not report for duty. 
 

Please contact my office with any queries that you may have regarding the strike and the impact 
it may have for your family. 
 
PREP WALKWAYS  
 

Work commenced on Friday 8th May. The representatives from the firm contracted to do this job 
arrived at 2.30pm the previous day so there was no opportunity to make an announcement or 
include it in a Newsflash. This firm has completed a number of walkways at other schools so is 
familiar with the extra safety requirements in school situations. 
 

The job is expected to take two weeks. The worst of the noise will probably be in the first few 
days with the removal of concrete and installation of new paths. I believe that our walkways are  
the largest that are being constructed and this was confirmed by the contractor. We are 
fortunate to be provided with the links in this form as there was a suggested limit of 50 metres 
for covered walkways to Prep classrooms. Ferny Grove’s are much longer. 
 

Similarly, we were more fortunate than other schools to have an additional toilet block added 
with the new Prep building, particularly as there are adequate toilets within 40 metres. However, 
there is a design problem with a gap between the toilets and classrooms. Even though this is 
only about 3 metres, there are problems with wet weather. This ‘gap’ will be closed with a roof 
with this current work. 
 

It will be a great improvement to have covered links to these permanent buildings. Thank you to 
the parents for coping by finding your way to the classrooms. 
 
 

VISIT OF MINISTER 
 

Our local member, Hon. Mr Geoff Wilson, MLA and Minister for Education, accompanied by two 
departmental officers, visited our school last Friday. He had discussions with our P & C 
President, Danny Gough, projects officer, Phil Forrest and myself. Geoff wished to be brought 
up to date on facility matters.  
 
 

WALK TO SCHOOL DAY: THIS FRIDAY  
 

May I encourage parents to join in if possible. I believe that the Minister, Geoff Wilson, will be 
participating and our P & C president, Danny, will be on the trail. I know that teachers are also 
walking. It would be terrific to repeat the participation of 2008 and it will happen if parents get 
behind it. 
 
 

MOTHERS’ DAY SCHOOL STALL  
 

Thank you to Katrina Collins and all who assisted in this yearly event. It takes a lot of effort and 
I’m sure that the children and the mothers who received a gift appreciated it.  
It is wonderful to see the excitement in the eyes of the students who are able to make this 
special gesture for their mums. 

 
 
 

“CONGRATS”  
 

To: The following students for their selection in the North West District Touch 
 team to compete in the Regional Touch Championships on Monday 18th  May. 

  
�� Connor Breton  
�� Declan Smith  
�� Ethan Swadling  
�� Emma Adams 
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INFORMATION  LINE– 3550 5350 – Call 24 hours a day for updates  – school  sport, camps, 
excursions, sport and other event cancellations, sp ort venues, bus times 

Term 2: LOOKING AHEAD  
Thur 21 May  Yr 1 excursion  
   Alma Park Zoo 
Fri 22      1GH Fairy Tale day 
Fri 22 &        Launch of Cookie Dough 
Mon 25   Drive at assemblies 
Tues 26   Sausage Sizzle 
   Year 3 Raw Art 
Thur 28           Year 3 fairy tale plays 
Fri 29     Year 3 World of Maths 
Friday, 5 June   
Under 8’s morning on the Yr 1-2 oval. 

�

JUNIOR CHOIR:  
CONGRATULATIONS  
 

Last Friday the attendees at our Early 
Years Assembly were treated to two 
songs, performed by our Junior Choir. 
The performance commenced with the 
highly creative “Black Stump”,       
complete with movement and even 
whistling! The “I Am a Small Part of 
The World” piece finished off the       
entertainment with pure & moving 
singing.   Congratulations to all. 
�

EARLY YEARS DATE CLAIMER  
 

On Friday, 5 June  Prep - Year 3     
students will celebrate Under 8’s 
morning , following our Early Years 
Assembly. 
The theme this year is “Creativity – 
Let It Happen ”. Creativity is simply the 
act of making something new. Class 
teachers are coordinating 2 activities 
each for the morning. If you have an 
interest and are available to run an 
activity would you please see your 
child’s teacher by Friday, 15 May. 

�
Paul Cooke 

Deputy Principal  

 
 

STRINGS  PERFORMANCES  
 

Strings Extravaganza is on Thursday 
21 May.  
Children received a note regarding this 
evening last Tuesday. 
Senior Strings will also be playing on 
Senior Parade on 22 June. 

 

CHOIR PARADE PERFORMANCES  
 

Mon 18 May      Senior Choir  
Mon 25 May      Boys Choir  
Mon  7 June            Intermediate Choir 
Term 2 Competitions  
QYMA Choral Competition Dates  
Friday 15 May   Junior Choir     
  6:00 arrival    Aspley SHS  
Tues  26 May Boys Choir        
  6:30 arrival    Aspley SHS  
Mon 1 June      Yr 4/5 Choir     
  6:00 arrival    Aspley SHS  
Wed 3 June      Senior Choir     
  6:30 arrival    Aspley SHS  

A note has been sent home with      
details of the above. 

 
 

FANFARE COMPETITION  
 

Year 4 / 5, Senior and Boys Choirs are 
performing at the Fanfare Competition 
next Wednesday morning  at Kedron 
SHS. A note regarding all details went 
home last Friday. Children are        
required to pay $5 for bus transport 
and return their permission form as 
soon as possible prior to the           
performance day. This is a very busy 
time for our choirs and we wish them  
well in their competitions. 
 
 

FAMILY PLANNING  
 

This term Years 5 and 6 students will 
receive Family Planning Sessions. 
Year 7 students receive their lessons 
in term 3. 
A one hour Parent Info night has been 
organised for all interested parents. 
This will take place on  Monday 18 
May commencing at 7:00pm in H 
Block. This is an opportunity for      
parents to find out about the program 
and ask questions. To help pay for the 
session we ask parents to send along 
$6 per adult with the tear off slip below 
or the tear off slip provided with the 
letters which went home to all year 5 
and 6 children with further information 
about this term's sessions. 

Belinda Evans 
Deputy Principal 

 
 
 
 

 

CHAPLAINCY NEWS  
 

As some of you know, earlier 
this year I became engaged, 
and with that comes the exciting time 
of planning the wedding. 
  

With the pressure of moving to       
Bundaberg, planning a wedding and 
finding a new job I have felt I could not 
be as effective in my job as I want to.  
 

I thank you for your immense support, 
love and encouragement over the past 
year. Ferny Grove State School has 
truly become my home. I look with 
great excitement to the future, but 
please know that you will be greatly  
missed.  
 

Many thanks 
Ange Gardener 

 

 
SCHOOL INFORMATION EVENING 
FOR 2010 ENROLMENTS 
 

On Tuesday, 9 June parents of Prep to 
Year 7 students commencing at Ferny 
Grove SS in 2010 are invited to a    
Parent Information Evening:  
6:15 registration for 6:30 – 7:00pm 
school tour. This will be followed by an 
introduction to our school in the school 
hall. Please let friends and neighbours 
know of this important annual event. 
 

Paul Cooke 
Deputy Principal 

 
EMY  NOTICE  
 

Places have filled for the CSIRO     
Excursion on 18 May.  
Look for a note home later this week. 
�
 

                 EARLY YEARS NEWS  

GOTCHAS:            
 Well Done!  
These children were caught 
‘doing the right thing’   and are        
rewarded with an ice block voucher 
from the tuckshop. 
 

�� Chenoa  1H 
�� Cameron P 2T 
�� Trent H  3S 

FAMILY PLANNING PARENT INFORMATION SESSION  
Monday 18 May     7.00 pm—8.00 pm 

 
I ………………………………………………………… wish to attend the Parent Night and include $6.00 
   (Parent’s full name) 
 
 
Signed: ……………………………………………… (Parent / Guardian signature) 
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Would you like your Newsflash delivered using  21st  Century technology?  
Email your request to  Newsflash@ferngrovss.eq.edu. au       

       Please include the name and class of the eld est child in your family.   e.g. Susan Allen   4A              

 

ABSENCE LINE – 3550 5360 – FOR STUDENT ABSENCES  – Phone an y time , Wait for the BEEP, Slowly and clearly state — 
your name + your child’s name + roll class + date of absence + reason for absence. 

SCIENCE  CLUB NEWS 
 

We were very lucky to have a visit by 
Mr. Palmen  to talk to the children about 
some engineering projects.  
We plan to design and create a model 
catapult and water wheel over the next 
few weeks. The children are able to ask 
questions online to professional         
engineers and they will guide students 
in their attempts. 
 

Science Club and Sustainability       
Program 
 

This term, the Science club plan to   
support the sustainability program at 
school, by having a “Litterless Lunch” 
every Wednesday.  
 

A “Litterless” lunch means that as little 
packaging, plastic and alfoil is used as 
possible. Every Wednesday, we will 
collect the fruit/vegetable peelings after 
fruit break and first break. 
 
 

 

We have started working in the green-
house, using the compost created by 
our worm farm. 
Suggestions : 
Bring reusable containers for carrying 
lunch and drinks. 
All leftover rubbish should be bio      
degradable i.e. apple cores, banana 
skins and greaseproof paper. 
 
 
INFLUENZA A (SWINE FLU) AND 
GOOD HYGIENE TIPS 
 

Queensland Health has advised it is 
"business as usual" for schools after the 
confirmation of Australia's first case of 
the new strain of Influenza A (otherwise 
referred to as Human Swine Influenza) 
on Saturday 9 May 2009. 
Good hygiene practices while coughing 
or sneezing, and regular hand-washing, 
are major factors in preventing the 
spread of any infection including Influ-
enza A. 
However as parents and carers of 
young children, we all understand how 
difficult it can be to get kids to wash 
their hands at the correct times — and 
to do it properly! 
A helpful information sheet about sani-
tary hand-washing techniques is avail-
able at www.education.qld.gov.au/
health/pdfs/healthsafety/hand-wash-
solutions.pdf 

 
Challenge closes this Thursday!  

 

INVENTIONS KEY 
 

If your computer mouse were alive, 
what would it like to play? 
Design a toy that would keep it happy. 
 

Remember to place your answers into 
the labelled boxes in the Library.     
Winners are announced on parade in 
Week 5. 

  

                        STUDENT OF THE MONTH AWARDS 
 
Students received their awards at Monday’s Assembly from      
Mrs. Belinda Evans, Deputy Principal and Mrs. Kaye Gardner,   
Executive Principal, Ferny Grove High School. 

 

PG Sam J 
1L Sebastian C 
2H Sheridyn R 
3N Devika M 
4K Lili H 
5T Rachel S 
6R Miriam J 
7M Brendan C 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The senior strings had their first performance at Monday’s Assembly 
with  Mrs Seneviratne conducting specially on short notice.  
They entertained us with two beautiful pieces of  music.  
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Thu 14 May �� Yrs. 3, 5, 7  NAPLAN Numeracy 

Fri 15 May �� No Early Years Assembly 
�� Walk Safely to School Day 
�� 6.30 pm QYMA Junior Choir 

Mon 18 May �� 8.45 am Senior Parade 
�� EMY Excursion to CSIRO 
�� Yr.6 Personal Development Day 
�� Yr.4 Raw Art 
�� Family Planning Info Session 

7.00 pm 

Tue 19 May �� Yr.2 Qld Museum 

Wed 20 May �� P & C Mtg. 7.30 pm 

Thu 21 May �� Yr.1 Alma Park Zoo 
�� Strings Concert 

Fri 22 May �� Early Years Assembly (Cookie 
Dough Fundraiser) 

�� 1GH Fairytale Day 
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STATIONERY STORE:  

Monday & Friday 8.00 – 9.00 
am. COPIES OF TAX 

RECEIPTS:  If you requested a copy 
of your ‘back to school’ receipt in 
February, please collect it from the 
Stationery Store ASAP.    

 

Charyl Cowles, Convenor 
3550 5359 (0431 265 068) 

 
 
 

UNIFORM STORE 

Mon and Fri   8.00 am - 9.00 am 

 

Christine Thompson, Convenor 
0400 223 818 

 
 
SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL 
FUNDRAISING AND LOOK 
FABULOUS AS WELL  
 

ProfessioNail Brookside will 
donate 10% of total sales to the Ferny 
Grove State School community 
(parents, teachers, students). 
 

For the school to receive the 10%, all 
you need to do is get a receipt from 
ProfessioNail and place it in the box at 
the tuckshop. 
 

Thanks for your support. 
 

Julie Randolph-Davis 
PAG Secretary 

 

OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS CARE  
C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G 
 

Wednesday, 13 May 2009 7.00 pm  

All parents and carers are welcome 
and encouraged to attend the next 
OSHC Committee Meeting - 13 May.   
Your contribution and participation 
may be of benefit to your child/ren and 
others.   
Lets work together and make it count. 

�

Debby Brown 
Chairperson  

 

AUTUMN FAIR MEETING 
 

Next fair meeting will be 
held in the staff room on 
Sunday  17th  May  at 
2.00pm. Come one, come 
all and see how far we 
have progressed with the Autumn Fair 
preparations, and share any of your 
ideas. For further information contact  

Danny Gough 0407767750 or  
Allison Exley 0423662997 

 

TUCKSHOP NEWS  

�� Many thanks to all, especially Kim, 
Vicki, Lorna and Amy for starting 
tuckshop. 

�� Congrats to Kellee Gyles this 
month’s movie ticket winner 

�� Help still needed most days, 
especially Tues, Thurs and Fridays. 

�� Tuna  and hawaiian chicken melts -
Wed. specials for May. Only $3.50 
and nice and warm 

�� Classic tropical juice on special this 
WEDNESDAY, only $1 a bottle 

�� Fresh fruit for fruit break available 
every morning — 60 cents. 

 

Deb Cheers, Convenor 
3550 4361 mob 0423 539 846 

AEROBICS 
 

Aerobics is back on 
again and Mondays 
are full with 36 
attendees registered. 
Great to see some 
parents and teachers getting involved.   
Tuesday is not full so 15 people are 
encouraged to register.   
Danielle runs a very energetic session 
combining traditional aerobics with 
varied games to cater for the different 
ages and skills of the attendees.  This 
includes star jumps, ball games, 
jumping thru floor ropes and playing 
'tag the tail'. So if you are looking for 
an activity for your child to burn off 
some energy, why not enrol them in 
Aerobics - 3.00pm in the hall for fruit & 
juice and then the 30 minute session 
from 3.15-3.45pm.   
Wednesday morning numbers were 
low and has been cancelled this term.  
Instead Year 5 students have taken 
up a weekly session and thanks go to 
the Year 5 teachers for volunteering 
their students to utilise the grant funds 
the P & C obtained. 

Shannon Woodrow 

 
 

TRIPLE P – POSITIVE PARENTING  
 

The  University  of  Queensland  is 
conducting  research  regarding  the 
effectiveness of a parenting seminar 
for parents who are concerned about 
their child’s behaviour. 
Child  disobedience is  common and 
can be improved.   
A  Triple  P  –  Positive  Parenting 
Program  seminar  for  parents  with 
young  children  who  display 
disobedience  has  been  developed. 
The seminar will provide parents with 
information and helpful everyday tips 
for  dealing  with  disobedience  and 
improving their child’s behaviour. The 
Triple  P  Parenting  Program  is 
supported by 25 years of  empirical 
research.  
If you are a parent of a 2 to 5-year-old 
child  who  is  often  disobedient,  we 
would love to hear from you! 
The study hopes to provide support 
for  brief  group-based  parenting 
interventions so that more parents can 
have  access  to  parenting  advice. 
Results  of  this  study  will  also  be 
available to participants. 
Alina Morawska and Danielle Milne 
Parenting and Family Support Centre 
 

For more information about the study, 
please contact: 
Danielle Milne, Honours Student 
Parenting and Family Support Centre 
School of Psychology 
University of Queensland 
St Lucia QLD 4072 
Phone: +61 7 3365 7307 
Email: 
danielle.milne@uqconnect.edu.au 

 
 
 

 

All items for inclusion in the current Newsflash sh ould be emailed to                                                    
Newsflash@ferngrovss.eq.edu.au    by   3.00 pm  on  Mondays .                                                                       
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P & C NOTICEBOARD — next meeting Wednesday  20 MAY 
  

Tuckshop – 3550 5361      Uniform Store - 3550 5342          Stationery Store – 3550 5359               OSHC  
Mon-Fri 8.30-12.00 pm     Mon and  Fri  8.00 - 9.00  am       Mon and Fri   8.00 -   9.00 am     Gail 3851 2196              

Date Tuckshop Roster 

Thu 14 May Juanita Akenson– HELP 

Fri 15 May Vicki , Amy  - HELP NEEDED 

Mon 18 May Jane McClintock 

Tue 19 May HELP NEEDED 

Wed 20 May Donna Little 

Thu 21 May Cheryl Boyd 

RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER    
ELECTRONICALLY  

 

To minimise our environmental  impact 
and to ensure you  receive the weekly 
newsletter  electronically,  please      
forward your child’s name, class and 
email address care of     
newsflash@ferngrovss.eq.edu.au 


