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PARENTS DRIVING INTO SCHOOL 
 

There are signs at the gates that clearly indicate that approval is required to enter the grounds 
in a vehicle. The danger to students and parents of cars being driven into the car parks around 
the start and more so the end of the school day is obvious. 

It seems ridiculous that gates have to be closed because a few people think it acceptable for 
them to disregard the safety of others and selfishly feel it only applies to others. Gates will be 
closed if the unauthorised entry of cars continues. 
 

FACILITIES UPGRADES  
 

External painting of some of our blocks is underway. Module 2 housing Prep G is completed 
and with Block C (Yr 1 T & L, 2T) well under way. The library will probably be next. 

There has been some progress with the Prep walkways as, I believe, all the steel work was 
measured up and is being prepared. 

The BCC has started work on widening the footpath on Archdale. This has disrupted parking 
above the gate near Prep. Students have been advised to exit at the Finvoy Street side if 
moving in a northerly direction. 
The widened foot path benefits are obvious for pedestrians but will also improve vision for 
motorists turning from Finvoy into Archdale Road. There will be a little pain for long term gain. 

The works in the area will provide a little extra entertainment especially for the Prep students. 
 

STUDENT HOMEWARD JOURNEY 
 

I strongly encourage students to exit the grounds and go directly  home when dismissed in the 
afternoon. Although I don’t wish to appear an alarmist, I believe that children are safer if they 
are moving with a group and are not alone after the bulk of students have made the homeward 
journey. 
 

Students are discouraged from having the ‘last game’ of handball which often becomes the last 
five as there is time for ‘just one more’. Then it is after 3.30pm with a few stragglers from the 
high school the only bike riders or more likely walkers on the roads. 
 

I ask parents to impress on their children to go straight home if riding a bike or walking or move 
directly to the designated pick-up point without the last swing on a piece of equipment or game. 
Lets work together to keep them safe! 

CODE OF CONDUCT AT INTER SCHOOL 
SPORT 
 

I read with dismay about the need for a code of 
conduct required for parents at inter-school 
sport. I find it difficult to believe that an adult 
would exhibit such poor behaviour in the     
presence of their own and other school        
children that would require a code or for drastic 
action to be taken. I have total confidence that 
this would not be generated from actions of our 
parents but apparently could happen otherwise 
the code would not be formed. 
 

The outcomes for a parent abusing an official, 
be it a teacher or not, could cause the          
cessation of the game, forfeiting the game, 
exclusion of the team from the competition and 
police action. 
 

 I ask our parents to assist if this behaviour 
occurs where our children are playing, by    
helping our teachers move our students from 
the area. I would not want Ferny Grove        
students observing this inappropriate           
behaviour. Sport is about doing ones best and 
celebrating the result with both team mates 
and opposition.  
 

I think our students, teachers and parents   
demonstrate this every Friday. 
 
 

2009 IS THE YEAR OF CREATIVITY 
 

Following on from the success of last year’s 
Year of Physical Activity, the Department of 
Education, Training and the Arts has declared 
2009 the Year of Creativity (YOC).  

Creativity isn’t just about the arts – it’s an impor-
tant skill we need across all subjects at school 
and of course, at home. 

So, in every Queensland school, it’s time for 
parents, carers, staff and students to get crea-
tive in everything we do: writing, teaching, think-
ing, problem-solving, experimenting, drawing, 
acting, dancing, performing and learning. 

This year’s YOC events and projects include: 
the Ideas Festival, Creative Generation, the Qld. 
Academies’ Creative Challenges and many    
exciting music, writing and photography        
competitions with fantastic prizes. 
 

Year Of Creativity has also secured special 
Creative Ambassadors including neuroscientist              
Dr William Tan, chef Alastair McLeod, actor Paul 
Bishop, writer Sam Wagan Watson, reporter 
Melissa Downes, ‘The Shak’ presenters, actress 
Leah Purcell and author Rebecca Sparrow. 
 

To keep track of the YOC events and            
competitions throughout 2009, bookmark the 
Year of Creativity website 
www.yearofcreativity.deta.qld.gov.au/ 
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INFORMATION  LINE– 3550 5350 – Call 24 hours a day for updates  – school  sport, camps, 
excursions, sport and other event cancellations, sp ort venues, bus times 

EASTER HAT PARADE  
 

Parents and friends of Prep to 
Year 2 students are  invited to 
come to our  school  hall  for 
12:00 on the last day of this 
school term.  
Please mark 12:00 Thursday, 9 April  
in your diaries. 

 
�

STUDENTS: NOMINATE YOUR         
FAVOURITE  TEACHER 
 

Students are now able to tell us all 
about what makes their teacher so 
special with the My Favourite Teacher 
program. This year, students are 
asked to nominate a teacher who has 
inspired them to become more creative 
as part of the Year of Creativity. 
�
�

Students are encouraged to nominate 
their favourite teacher via the           
Education Department’s website: 
www.education.qld.gov.au/community/
events/edweek/favteacher/��
 

All students need to do is write in 25 
words or less why their favourite 
teacher is so special. Of course,      
parents of younger children are        
encouraged to give them a hand. 
�

Entries close on 8 May and the        
winning teachers will be announced 
during State Education Week, to be 
held from 1 – 5 June.�

 

Paul Cooke 
Deputy Principal  

 
 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC  
TELEPHONE TREES  
 

Senior Band and Strings telephone 
trees have been distributed to students 
involved this week. If you registered to 
have your telephone number included 
on the tree and your child has not 
brought home the list please ask at the 
office for a copy. These are extremely 
useful if the teacher is away ill and 
early morning rehearsals need to be 
cancelled. 
 
 

YEAR 6 MORETON ISLAND CAMP  
 

Unfortunately we have had to post-
pone the camp which was to take 
place next week due to the ongoing 
cleanup currently taking place.  
 

We were advised on Monday that the 
children's activities would be restricted 
whilst EPA and Maritime Safety 
Queensland monitor the cleanup.  
 

We have rescheduled the camp for 
Tuesday 6 October to Friday 9         
October, the first week back in Term 4.  
 

No doubt the children are disappointed 
not to be going next week. However 
they would have hated missing out on 
such activities as sand tobogganing 
and beach activit ies and wil l             
appreciate the freedom to enjoy these 
activities in October. 
 

Belinda Evans 
Deputy Principal 

 

TELSTRA  KIDS GRANT  
 

$1 200 is up for grabs for the school to 
obtain resources to assist the           
students.  The Telstra Kids Fund gives 
grants to employees of Telstra or to a 
c lose  re lat ive  to  benef i t  an               
organisation your child is involved in. 
 

There are many items on the school's 
wish list e.g. resources for early years, 
arts program, musical instruments, 
sports items, etc.  
 

If you can assist FGSS, please contact 
Shannon on 3851 1312 or email:    
swoodrow@bigpond.net.au 
   

The application opens in late April and 
we have a better chance the earlier we 
apply.  

 

ORDER YOUR TUCKSHOP LUNCH 
ON-LINE!       STARTS TERM 2 
 

That ’s  r i gh t ,  your  P&C has                
implemented an On-Line ordering     
system for the Tuckshop and it will be 
ready for you to start ordering your 
children’s meals from the first week of 
term 2. The system is run by a        
company called FlexiSchools and to 
get to our on-line menu just go to    
flexischools.com.au to sign up and 
start ordering your meals.  
 

You no longer have to make sure you 
have some spare change for the kids 
lunches. Just create an account with 
Flexischools, drop in some funds from 
your account or via a credit card and 
they will take care of paying for your 
tuckshop orders.  
 

At the start of term 2 you can place an 
order and pay for it for any day of the 
week and know that the “brown bag” is 
not going to get lost, stolen or 
changed. 
 

If Friday is your day for Tuckshop then 
it is also going to be your On-Line day. 
Because we get such a large number 
of meals being ordered on a Friday 
and so few volunteers to help sort the 
bags out and prepare the food we are 

making Fridays On-Line Day Only . 
Yes, you can take advantage of the 
new system on the other school days 
to make it more convenient for you 
and easier on our  tuckshop              
volunteers. 
 

Of course, if your kids want to buy a 
drink or iceblock etc they will still be 
able to do this over the counter every 
day, including Friday.  
 

The P & C have teamed up with      
Flexischools to try and solve some of 
our efficiency problems with running a 
busy tuckshop with less volunteers. 
We need to make things easier so 
please find the time to go On-Line and 
check out flexischools.com.au  
Register now and see how easy it is to 
order your tuckshop meals.  
 

If you want to know more about the 
new Tuckshop On-line then check out 
the flyer that was emailed with your 
Newsflash or pick up one of the flyers 
from the tuckshop or the classroom.  

Danny Gough 
President P&C 

 

DEFENCE NEWS 
 

Last week I had the opportunity to   
attend a training session that was held 
through REDLO. It was extremely   
informative. We are heading into a 
very busy period with upcoming    
training in  preparation for rotations to 
the ‘Sandy Deserts’ and the             
international exercises that will involve 
all services.  
 

This will encompass approximately 13 
months of varying long term family   
absences. We are aware that many 
families and students will require     
assistance at this time; preparations 
are being implemented now to cope 
with this period.  
If you do need assistance, please 
don’t hesitate to see me. There are 
many different departments within the 
school and within the defence         
community that are available. 

Following on from last week are two 
more quotes from the children.  
 

“ When Mum goes away she hides 
our presents in secret places, I 
wish she was home.”   
    

“I miss my Dad’s laugh, his tummy 
jiggles like jelly” 
 

That’s all for this week. Take care. 
Marilyn Young DSTA 

myoun178@eq.edu.au  
 

 

EARLY YEARS NEWS  
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Would you like your Newsflash delivered using  21st  Century technology?  
Email your request to  Newsflash@ferngrovss.eq.edu. au       

       Please include the name and class of the eld est child in your family.   e.g. Susan Allen   4A              

CLASSROOM NOTICES 
 

 

�� ICT Contribution 
�� MOTHERS DAY stall –Yrs 4 and 5 
�� Yr. 5 excursion State Library (QPAC) 
�� Yr.4  Gala Day 

 

ABSENCE LINE – 3550 5360 – FOR STUDENT ABSENCES  – Phone an y time , Wait for the BEEP, Slowly and clearly state — 
your name + your child’s name + roll class + date of absence + reason for absence. 

Class and 
Activity 

Date of 
Activity 

Cost Latest 
date to 

pay 

ICT Contribution 
ART Contribution 
R. E. Contribution 
Yr.4 Mt. Coot- tha 
Yr.7 Planetarium 

 
 
 

Mar/Apr 
8 Apr 

$35.00 
$10.00 
$3.00 
$6.00 
$235 

 
   O’due 
 
ASAP 
2 April 

               $$$  MONEY BOX PAYMENTS  $$$ 
                   TUES, WED & THURS ONLY  

PREP’S — EASTER BILBY HUNT  
 

Last Wednesday and Thursday all Prep 
classes went on an excursion to       
Bunyaville State Forest. We arrived by 
bus and had a picnic lunch. After lunch 
we found a bilby burrow! We had to get 
very low to get into the burrow and it 
was dark and cold. Inside the burrow 
we heard about the Easter Bilby.  
 

He needed our help and it was time to 
go on an Easter adventure. On our   
adventure we went on an egg hunt and 
made nests for the forest friends. 
Easter Bilby was so happy with our help 
he came out to say hello and we all got 
a cuddle and photo with him. Everyone 
had a fantastic time! Thank you to the 
parent helpers who came along. 
 

Megan Gribble 
Prep G 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

AEROBICS - TERM 2 
 

With Easter fast approaching why not 
enrol in Aerobics for Term 2 to burn off 
the sugar from the Easter Eggs!!   
 

Please complete the Registration form 
which you can collect from the office, 
and return to the P & C box in the office 
to attend "Aerobics ~ Ferny Grove 
Style" on Monday or Tuesday 3.15-
3.45pm or Wednesday morning 7.45am 
in the hall.   
 

Fruit and juice is served to all           
participants and will commence in 
Week 2 in Term 2. 
 
FEEDBACK  
AEROBICS TERM 1, 2009 
 

To meet the requirements of the grant 
funding, the F.G.S.S. P & C Association 
must obtain feedback on the Aerobic 
Sessions from its participants.   
As you enrolled your children/yourself in 
aerobics it would be greatly appreciated 
if you could please complete the feed-
back form below and return to the Red 
P & C box in the office as soon as      
possible. 
 

No personal details of any person      
registered in aerobics will be forwarded 
to the Department of Health & Ageing 
and comments provided will be used to 
improve the project. 

* * If you helped out in anyway at the 
aerobics sessions “Thank-you” for your 
assistance * * 
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Thu 2 Apr �� Inter House Cross Country 

Fri 3 April �� Early Years Assembly 
�� Yr.2 Restaurant 
�� Last Day sport 

Mon 6 April �� Whole School Parade 
�� Yr.6 Camp—postponed 

Wed 8 Apr �� Yr.7 excursion,   Gardens 
&  Planetarium 

�� OSHC Mtg. 6.30 pm 

Thu 9 Apr �� 12.00—Prep—Yr.2 Easter 
Hat parade 

�� Yr.4 Gala Day 
 

Tues 21 
April 

�� TERM 2 COMMENCES 

AEROBICS – FERNY GROVE STYLE    FEEDBACK ~ TERM 1, 2009 
Name:  _______________________________________________________ (Optional)  
   

Please list numbers registered for aerobics:  Children  _____  Parent  _____  Staff  _____  Participants enrolled to attend aerobics for:  
Fun   Fitness  Free  Variety  Other ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Did participants attend more than one (1) session?  Yes  No  If no please comment 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Before attending aerobics, participants were:     non-active       active       very active    
Did participants eating habits change to be healthier?  Yes  /  No  /  No significant change (ie: are participants more aware of eating 
healthy foods from attendance only at aerobics?) Comment____________________________________________________________ 
 

Was structure of the sessions suitable?        Poor  �    Average  �     Good  �� Very Good   �     Excellent �  
Were instructors suitable for participants?   Poor  �    Average  �     Good  �� Very Good    �     Excellent �  
Please rank administration of the aerobics: Poor  �    Average �     Good  �� Very Good   �     Excellent  �  
 

Will participants attend in Term 2?  Yes�� No�    Maybe �    If no or maybe, please comment _________________________________ 
Children’s comments: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Inside the Bilby Burrow 
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MOTHER’S DAY STALL 
DONATIONS 
 

We need your help!   
To help keep the cost of items down, 
we  are  seeking  donations  of  the 
following items from each year level: 

Prep      Individually wrapped chocs.    
 or wrapped lollies 
Year 1 Bound A5 notebooks 
 (pref hardcover) or  sm a l l 
 spiral bound notebooks 
Year 2 Nice pens, gel pens 
Year 3 Post-it notes 
Year 4 gold coin donation 
Year 5 gold coin donation 
Year 6 Individually wrapped coffee 
 or teabags (e.g. Twinings) 
Year 7 Coffee mugs 
 

We are also seeking empty baby food 
jars, scrap booking or vellum paper 
(sheets  or  off-cuts)  or  card  stock, 
ribbons  and embellishments  of  any 
kind. 
Please  bring  any  donations  to  the 
tuckshop as soon as you can.  All 
donations will be greatly appreciated. 
Once we have enough items, craft kits 
with be prepared and these can be 
taken  home to  assemble  by  those 
interested.  Keep an eye out in the 
newsletter for details. 
 

ANNUAL TRIVIA NIGHT  
 

After the raging success of the 2008 
Trivia Night we have decided to hold it 
again this year on 23 May, 2009.  
Tickets  at  $12.00  each  will  be 
available for sale prior to the night. 
Start organising your team.  
We are currently taking suggestions 
for  a  theme  for  the  night.  Please 
contact  Allison  if  you  have  any 
suggestions on how we can improve 
on last year’s night. 

Allison Exley  0423 662 997 
 
 

STATIONERY STORE:  

 

OPENING HOURS:  Monday & 
Friday 8 – 9 am.  Authorised 
TAX RECEIPTS now available 

for collection.   
A4 MESH POUCHES (Yr 1, 2, 3) now 
in stock.  (Prepaid orders have been 
delivered) 

Charyl Cowles, Convenor 
3550 5359 (0431 265 068) 

 

 

UNIFORM STORE 
 

Mon and Fri   8.00 am - 9.00 am 

Christine Thompson, Convenor 
0400 223 818 

NOTE: 
 

Due to the Good Friday  holiday, the 
Stationery and Uniform Stores will  
be opening on Thursday, 9 April. 
 
TUCKSHOP NEWS  

PAG NEWS  

AUTUMN FAIR 2010 
 

The meeting will be held in the staff 
room on Monday 6th April 2009 at 
6.30pm immediately prior to the PAG 
meeting. Anyone interested in helping 
out with the Fair is more than 
welcome.  
For more information please call either  

 

Allison on 0423662997  
or Danny on 0407767750.  

MEETING  
 

Due to the school holidays the PAG 
Meeting has been rescheduled to the 
Staff room on Monday 6th April 2009. 
The fair meeting is before hand so the 
PAG meeting will not start until 
7.30pm. 
 

 
 

All items for inclusion in the current Newsflash sh ould be emailed to                                                    
Newsflash@ferngrovss.eq.edu.au    by   3.00 pm  on  Mondays .                                                                       
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P & C NOTICEBOARD — next meeting Wednesday  22 APRI L 
  

Tuckshop – 3550 5361      Uniform Store - 3550 5342          Stationery Store – 3550 5359               OSHC  
Mon-Fri 8.30-12.00 pm     Mon and  Fri  8.00 - 9.00  am       Mon and Fri   8.00 -   9.00 am     Gail 3851 2196              

TENNIS COACHING – DAVE PRICKETT    
(acc. TPAA) -  Phone 3351 4483 

 

Coaching is at Ferny Grove State School 
 

Monday:   3.00 pm — 3.45 pm (BEGINNERS) 
Friday:      7.45 am — 8.30 am  (ADVANCED) 

 

BEGINNERS receive new racquet  FREE 
 
 

Name: ………………………………… 
Phone No: …….……...… 
Grade: ……… 

 

To Enrol:    Return form to Office or  
 

Phone Coach Dave Prickett – 3351 4483 
 
 

EXPERT SERVE COACHING AVAILABLE 
FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN 

LOST PROPERTY 
 

Lost property is building again, and 
has continued to pile up after camps. 
 

Please come and check for your 
child’s lost property, which is              
accumulating. Unfortunately,  most of  
these items are unnamed , which 
makes tracking down owners        
impossible. We hope you will search 
through the overflowing bins and   
reclaim your  lost items. 
 

Date Tuckshop Roster 

Thu 2 Apr Greta Naumann 

Fri 3 Apr Debbie Beyer, Julie Haslam, 
Anne 

Mon 6 Apr Sue Ripper 

Tue 7 Apr HELP NEEDED 

Wed 8 Apr Nicole Wall, Donna Bassett 

Thu  9 Apr JuanitaAkenson 
DATE  CLAIMERS:  The  National 
Assessment Program in Literacy & 
Numeracy (NAPLAN) 
The  National  Assessment  Program 
Literacy & Numeracy will involve all 
Year  3,  5  and  7  students  across        
Australia. Students will participate in 
assessment tasks on 12, 13, 14 May. 
Please endeavour  to plan for  your 
child to be at school on these days. 
Information  for  parents  can  be       
accessed:  http://www.naplan.edu.au/
parents/parents.html  
Information is also available on the 
Queensland Studies  Authority  web-
site: www.qsa.qld.edu.au  

BRISBANE NORTH CENTRAL and 
WEST  DISTRICTS  PARENT           
EDUCATION CENTRE 
 

Referrals for the 2009 Management of 
Young Children Program( 21/2 - 7 yrs.), 
Program for Positive Parenting and  
FaB  4Kids  Parent  Program  are      
being taken at this time.  
 

It  is  suggested that  involvement  in 
these programs be initiated by parents 
on  advice  from  school  personnel.     
Parents are required to contact the  
centre: 3355 9202 to be placed on the 
waiting lists or make enquiries.  


